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career media specialist and author 
(visit www.tonibuzzeo.com).

I remember learning 
about Dr. George 
Washington Carver in 
elementary school in 
Michigan. Where did  
you first encounter  
Dr. Carver, and how  
did you come to write 
this story?

SG: I was working on a project 
at the Missouri Botanical 
Gardens and realizing that 
visitors knew very little about 
Dr. Carver—only that he was 
connected with peanuts. They 
didn’t even know that he was 
originally from Missouri! I 
read all I could about him and 
realized that the real story of 
this brilliant humanitarian 
needed to be shared with 
others. He was a hundred 
years ahead of his time with 
his understandings that 
children need to connect to 
the natural world and that 
sustainability is vital.

Was Sally always 
your narrator, or at 
what point did her 
story and her voice 
arise in the creation 
or revision of this 
manuscript?  

SG: I wondered for a long time 
about how to tell Dr. Carver’s 
story. When I saw a model of 
his movable school in a Field 
Museum exhibit, I knew. Sally 

immediately took over the 
telling of the story.
 
Did you consider writing 
an informational text—a 
picture book biography—
of Dr. Carver? Tell us 
about the decision to 
pursue fiction.  

SG: Telling the story with an 
historical fiction format allowed 
me to share a great deal of  
Dr. Carver’s ideas and many of 
his actual words in the course  
of one day. And being a poet,  
I enjoyed the flexibility I had  
in a picture book to play with 
the language. 

Nicole Tadgell has 
provided exceptionally 
appealing illustrations  
for In the Garden with  
Dr. Carver. What do you 
like most about Nicole’s 
work in your book?
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Susan Grigsby teaches 
writing to youth and 
adults and is also an 
adjunct instructor in 
the Graduate Education 
Department at Webster 
University. Her poetry 
has appeared in national 
literary journals including 
Quarterly West, The 
Sycamore Review, and 
Sou’Wester and has won 
several awards. Her 
children’s books include 
the award-winning In the 
Garden with Dr. Carver 
(2011) and First Peas to 
the Table (2012), and 
Wisteria’s Show and Tell 
Spectacular: Older than the 
Dinosaurs (2012). She is a 
contributing author of the 
just-released book Open 
the Door: How to Excite 
Young People About Poetry.
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SG: That’s so hard to  
answer because I love 
everything about Nicole’s  
work! She also illustrated my 
First Peas to the Table. I love the 
colors she uses, and I think 
that her love of children and 
nature just shines through 
in her art. She’s also a joy to 
work with, which we did a lot 
via email, because we wanted 
to be sure in both books 
that every detail, scientific 
and historical, was accurate. 
Children learn from the words 
and images in books, and they 
deserve nothing less than one 
hundred percent accuracy in 
realistic books.

You’ve written two 
picture books with strong 
historical and gardening 
themes. Do you have 
other such books in 
mind? What other ideas 
are you moodling or 
currently pursuing?

SG: Oh, I have lots of ideas. 
Right now I’m immersed in 
research and trying to discover 
where exactly I’ll go with it.

You’ve been studying 
writing since your 
undergraduate years at 
Bard College. In those 
days, did you imagine 
that you would become a 
children’s writer? Tell us 
about that evolution.

SG: I fell in love with 
children’s literature reading 
to my own children, but I 
never thought about writing 
for children until I did some 
Poet in the School visits and 
discovered the joy that writing 
brought out for children. 
So I studied for a master’s 
in teaching and somewhere 
during that time decided to try 
to write for children.

How can readers learn 
more about you and your 
other books?

SG: I have a website: www.
susangrigsby.com. And on 
Facebook we have a First 
Peas to the Table page where 
children and teachers can post 
about their school gardening 
adventures.

❖ ❖ ❖

Toni Buzzeo, MA, MLIS, is 
both an author and a career 
library media specialist. Her 
credits include, among nineteen 
picture books, the 2013 Caldecott 
Honor Book One Cool Friend, 
But I Read It on the Internet! 
(Upstart, 2013) and Just Like 
My Papa (Hyperion, 2013). 
She has also authored many 
professional books and articles. 
Visit www.tonibuzzeo.com  
or e-mail tonibuzzeo@
tonibuzzeo.com.
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