
November 2012 • LibrarySparks • 1

is enough content in this lesson to break it up 
into two or more sessions. Depending on your 
students’ collective attention span, flex the instruc-
tional activities to suit their needs.

Objectives
 The students will:
•	 Review	the	fact	that	friendship	includes	shar-

ing to help others be successful.
•	 Define,	discuss,	and	view	the	physical	charac-

teristics of gobblers, hens, and poults.
•	 Discover	the	role	of	the	turkey	in	a	woodland	

habitat and food chain. 
•	 Experience	the	sounds	of	turkeys	in	a	wood-

land habitat.
•	 Note	the	flight	capability	of	a	wild	turkey	vs.	a	

domestic, farm-raised turkey.
•	 Participate	in	learning	centers	and	activities	

to emphasize the value of the wild turkey 
and its relation to both historical and current 
Thanksgiving Day celebrations.

Kids crave animal facts, from information 
about animal habitats and food chains 
to physical characteristics and life cycles. 

This time of year, invite the wild turkey to strut its 
stuff in your classroom and tie in relevant histori-
cal information about the bird, American history, 
and Thanksgiving. Get students interested in the 
library’s cookbook collection by whetting their 
appetites with a review of a yummy recipe.   

The wild turkey and the Muscovy duck were 
the only two birds that new arrivals to America 
recognized as being native to the region. As a 
result, when the founding fathers were discuss-
ing candidates for the national bird, Benjamin 
Franklin protested that the eagle was not “native” 
enough, since eagles could be found all over the 
world. He was also miffed at the fact that eagles 
often steal their food from others, which made 
them a poor role model for American citizens. 
Franklin launched an unsuccessful campaign for 
the turkey to be the national bird, but you can 
give the turkey its due by gobbling good fiction 
and nonfiction with your students in these library 
lessons. 

Lesson I: Let’s Find Some 
Turkeys! (Grades PK–2)

Introduction
Some of the history surrounding Thanksgiving 
Day (e.g., people long ago making a voyage for 
religious freedom) may be too abstract for younger 
children, who require more concrete concepts as 
they	build	their	educational	foundation.	Rather	
than	delving	into	the	Pilgrims’	philosophical	
rationale, this lesson considers the relationship 
that	developed	between	the	Native	Americans	
and	the	Pilgrims,	who	learned	many	things	from	
their indigenous neighbors—including how to 
hunt for turkeys, a bird that they had never seen 
before	arriving	in	the	New	World.	NOTE:	There	
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- Gobble, Gobble, Crash!  A Barnyard 
Counting Book by Julie Stiegemeyer. 
Dutton Children’s Books, 2008.

- Gracias, the Thanksgiving Turkey by Joy 
Cowley. Scholastic, 2005.

- Gus, the Pilgrim Turkey by Teresa Bateman. 
Albert	Whitman,	2008.

- I Am the Turkey by Michele Spirn. 
HarperCollins, 2004.

- I’m a Turkey by Jim Arnosky. Scholastic 
Press,	2009.

- I’m No Turkey	by	Hans	Wilheim.	
Scholastic, 2008.

- Nate the Great Talks Turkey by Marjorie 
Weinman	Sharmat.	Yearling,	2007.

- Olivia Talks Turkey by Farrah McDoogle. 
Simon Spotlight, 2011.

- Over the River: A Turkey’s Tale by Derek 
Anderson. Simon & Schuster, 2005.

- Run, Turkey, Run!	by	Diane	Mayr.	Walker,	
2009.

- T Is for Turkey: A True Thanksgiving Story 
by	Tanya	Lee	Stone.	Price	Stern	Sloan,	
2009.

- Thanksgiving Turkeys	by	Patrick	Merrick.	
Child’s	World,	2010.

- Thanksgiving Turkey Trouble by Abby Klein. 
Blue	Sky	Press,	2008.

- Thelonius Turkey Lives! (On Felicia 
Ferguson’s Farm)	by	Lynn	Rowe	Reed.	
Alfred A. Knopf, 2005.

- This Is the Turkey by Abby Levine. Albert 
Whitman,	2000.

Preparation
•	 Bookmark	the	Wild	Turkey	Wikipedia	article	
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wild_Turkey
•	 Bookmark	the	wild	turkey	sounds	website,	

Calling	Tips	from	the	NWTF,	at
 www.nwtf.org/all_about_turkeys/calling_tips.

html.
•	 Pull	all	available	turkey-related	books	from	

the library’s collection and create a display for 
PK-2.	Include	titles	such	as:
- 10 Fat Turkeys by Tony Johnston.  

Scholastic, 2004.
- 10 Turkeys in the Road	by	Brenda	Reeves	

Sturgis. Marshall Cavendish Children, 
2011.

- Albuquerque Turkey by B.G.Ford. Sterling 
Publications,	2005.

- Diary of a Pet Turkey: Based on a True Story 
by	Joanne	F.	Ingis.	Blue	Apple	Books,	
2011.

- Duck for Turkey Day by Jacqueline 
Jules.	Albert	Whitman,	2009.	Note:	
This insightful title serves to reassure 
those kids whose families do not eat 
turkey for modern day Thanksgiving 
celebrations. Consider an activity for 
after Thanksgiving Day in which you 
survey students to see what they ate 
for Thanksgiving and graph the results. 
Affirm that all food choices are good 
because Thanksgiving is about sharing 
time with family and friends.

- Gobble, Gobble by Cathryn Falwell. Dawn 
Publications,	2011.
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- Too Many Turkeys by	Linda	White.	Holiday	
House, 2010.

- Turkey Day by Grace Maccarone. 
Scholastic, 2010.

- A Turkey for Thanksgiving by	Eve	Bunting.	
Clarion,	1991.

- Turkey Riddles	by	Katy	Hall.	Puffin,	2005.
- Turkeys	by	Hollie	J.	Endres.	Bellwether	

Media, 2008. 
- Turkeys by Julie Murray. Abdo, 2005.
- Turkeys We Have Loved and Eaten (and 

Other Thankful Stuff) (Junie B. Jones #28) 
by	Barbara	Park.	Random	House,	2012.	

•	 Optional:	Ask	staff,	parents,	or	community	
friends to donate authentic wild turkey feath-
ers,	feet,	and	beards	for	this	lesson.	(I	made	
a display of these items and had the children 
come by at the end of the lesson to touch the 
beards	and	feet	if	they	wanted	to.	I	found	that	
teachers and students were most willing to 
engage	in	this	activity	if	I	asked	them	to	step	
into the role of animal scientists.)

•	 Optional:	Order	the	professional	e-book	
with printable pages It’s Turkey Time! 4-Script 
Collection, Readers’ Theatre and Choral Reading: 
Celebrating Thanksgiving	by	Lois	Walker.	Scripts	
for Schools, 2011.

Procedure
•	 Display	the	turkey	books	appropriate	for	

PK–2.
•	 Display	the	wild	turkey	photos	from	the	

Wikipedia	article	and	select	a	photo	of	a	flock	
to enlarge. 

•	 Give	a	brief	explanation	as	to	why	the	Pilgrims	
needed to move to a new place (mistreatment 
in their old home). Make the historical con-
nection that turkeys, deer, and seafood were 
the kinds of food that could be found in the 
habitats	surrounding	their	new	home.	Remind	
students that there were no grocery stores in 
those	days	and	the	Pilgrims	needed	help	find-
ing	food.	The	American	Indians	already	knew	
that turkeys provided good meat to eat, and 
they	taught	the	Pilgrims	how	and	where	to	
hunt	for	turkeys,	a	bird	the	Pilgrims	had	never	
seen before. 

•	 Sing	the	action	song	“Let’s	Hunt	for	Turkey	
Flocks	in	the	Woods”	(sung	to	the	tune	of	“If	
You’re	Happy	and	You	Know	It”).

 Verse 1
 Let’s hunt for turkey flocks in the woods. 

Gobble! Gobble!
 Let’s hunt for turkey flocks in the woods. 

Gobble! Gobble!
 Let’s hunt for turkey flocks. 
	 Oh!	Let’s	hunt	for	turkeys	flocks.
	 Oh!	Let’s	hunt	for	turkey	flocks	in	the	woods.	

Gobble! Gobble!

	 Review	the	fact	that	a	group	of	turkeys	is	
called a flock.

 Sing Verse 2: Let’s look for gobblers’ feathers 
shining bright, shining bright.

 Click on a gobbler’s photo, or use real turkey 
parts to point out three unique physical char-
acteristics of male turkeys:
1. Feathers—Shiny black, brown, and white 

with shimmery, iridescent colors of red, 
green, copper, and/or bronze. These feath-
ers help them to attract a mate and warn 
other gobblers to stay away from their 
mate.

2. A beard—The longer the beard, the older 
the bird. 10-20% of females have beards, 
too, but they tend to be shorter than a 
male’s. The beard distends from the chest 
below the bird’s neck.

3.	 Spurs—Think	animal	Ninjas.	Male	turkeys	
use their spurs as weapons against other 
male turkeys who try to steal their mates, 
and to discourage predators such as foxes, 
owls, coyotes, hawks, and eagles. Turkeys 
often do body slams like wrestlers as they 
kick their spurs.

4.	 Names—Boy/male	turkeys	are	called	toms	
and gobblers.

 Sing Verse 3: Let’s look for hens with feathers.  
Camouflage! Camouflage! 
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 Click on a hen’s photo and share the fact that 
the hen feathers are not as beautifully colored 
as that of the tom. The hen needs to have 
camouflage colors of gray and brown to match 
the ground and trees, since she has to sit on 
her nest on the ground while she’s waiting for 
her poults to hatch. Being on the ground is 
very dangerous, as it is easier for a predator to 
sneak up, kill the hen, and eat her eggs. Her 
body is smaller than a gobbler’s, too.

 Sing Verse 4: Let’s find the eggs with poults in the 
nests, in the nests.

 Click on the nest picture and then the photos 
of small turkey poults. 
1. Ask students to observe the colors of the 

poults and which parent they most look 
like (mother).  

2. Ask why they need to look like the mother 
(camouflage from predators).

3. Share the fact that if the mother leaves the 
nest, egg predators like snakes, skunks, 
crows, ravens, opossums, raccoons, 
rodents, dogs, and coyotes may rob the 
nest and eat the eggs.

•	 Display	and	read	aloud	the	book	Gobble, 
Gobble or I’m a Turkey to reinforce wild turkey 
characteristics. Make note of the fact that wild 
turkeys can easily fly up into trees, whereas 
turkeys raised on a farm by a poultry farmer 
are too heavy to fly that high.

•	 Review	characteristics	by	singing	the	song	
again, or if available, access the database web-
site www.PebbleGo.com to review and learn 
more about turkeys. Click on the PebbleGo 
Animals database; keyword search=turkeys. 
Click on each tab: The Body, Habitat, Food, 
Life	Cycle,	and	Fun	Facts.	You	can	also	click	
on Listen to hear one turkey’s sound and 
Watch	to	see	a	gobbler	strut.

•	 Encourage	students	to	check	out	turkey	books	
from	the	turkey	book	display	for	grades	PK–2.

•	 Optional:	Go	to	the	website	with	the	turkey	
sounds, then click and give the name of the 
different sounds a turkey makes. The website 
also provides information about the circum-
stances in which a turkey would make that 
sound.

•	 Optional	Activity	Centers	or	Enrichment:	
For a variety of wild turkey and other nature 
activities for the Thanksgiving unit, go to www.
dawnpub.com. Click the Teachers/Librarians 
link, click on Downloadable Activities, scroll 
down to the book Gobble, Gobble, and click on 
the nature activities kit.

•	 Optional	Listening	Center:	Set	up	a	listening	
center with the new Junie B. Jones audible 
book	by	Barbara	Park:	Turkeys We Have Loved 
and Eaten (and Other Thankful Stuff), available 
from Listening Library.

•	 Optional	Library/Classroom	Teacher	
Collaboration: Get the professional book listed 
in the preparation section, select a script, and 
work with the classroom teacher to do a “read-
ing” in the library, classroom, and/or for a fam-
ily program with a Thanksgiving theme.

Lesson II: Turkey Book Talks 
(Grades 3–5)

Introduction
Turkeys have inspired a broad spectrum of fic-
tion and nonfiction, including some enjoyable and 
informational chapter books. Since the classroom 
teacher tends to cover the historical aspects of 
Thanksgiving, provide students with a new spin on 
turkey tales that will have them strutting their way 
to the shelves for turkey-to-go.

Preparation
•	 Pull	and	display	all	turkey	fiction	and	non-

fiction	books	appropriate	for	grades	2–5	for	
the area in which you will be doing the book 
talks.	Include	titles	such	as	these:
1. All About Turkeys by Jim Arnosky 

(Scholastic	Press,	1998).	This	book	uses	
a scientific approach to question and 
explore	the	topic	of	turkeys.	It	is	chock	
full of wild turkey information about their 
habitat, physical characteristics, behav-
iors, their role in the food chain, and their 
resilience in threatening circumstances. 
(The one drawback to this book is that the 
illustrations are Arnosky’s artistic rendi-
tions versus photographs, which would 
be more effective. However, the informa-
tion is so worthwhile that if you have this 
book, use it!) 
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2. Amelia Bedelia Talks Turkey by Herman 
Parish	(Greenwillow	Books,	2008).	The	
humor in Amelia Bedelia books is under-
stood more by second graders and older 
since everything is a play on words—e.g., 
she dresses the turkey by putting clothes 
on it instead of pushing stuffing inside of 
it.

3. Beauty and the Beaks: A Cautionary Tale by 
Mary	Jane	Auch	(Holiday	House,	2007).	
Lance the tom turkey arrives on the farm 
and shows a tacky turkey attitude when 
he brags to all the chickens that he’s been 
chosen to go to a special feast but they 
haven’t. Beauty, a hen with something to 
squawk about, deflates Lance’s strut when 
she tells him he’s going to be Thanksgiving 
dinner. Her plan to camouflage him as a 
hen makes for a hoot and a holler of farm-
yard humor.

4. Diary of a Pet Turkey: Based on a True Story 
by	Joanne	F.	Ingis	(Blue	Apple	Books,	
2011).	Written	from	a	turkey’s	perspec-
tive with humor, facts, sidebars, etc., this 
turkey’s tale describes life from egg to pet.  
Included	in	this	book	is	the	activity	idea	
for kids to write a diary from their pet’s 
perspective, which would make for an 
excellent	librarian–classroom	teacher	col-
laboration on a language arts writing expe-
rience for your students.

5. The Great Turkey Heist by Gertrude 
Chandler	Warner	(Albert	Whitman,	
2011).	Although	this	author	died	in	1979,	
the creation of the Boxcar Children series 

continues with the addition of new titles 
from	this	publisher.	In	this	book,	the	four	
Alden children, ages 6 to 14, volunteer 
to help a new restaurant owner set up a 
food pantry and offer a free Thanksgiving 
dinner. The kids collect donations and 
make signs advertising the food pantry 
and the upcoming free dinner. But when 
the dinner’s giant turkey gets stolen, their 
roles transition to turkey detectives as 
they try to retrieve the meal in time for 
Thanksgiving Day.

6. The Great Turkey Walk by Kathleen Karr 
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2000). This 
tongue-in-cheek chapter book reveals a 
15-year-old third grader who’s determined 
to successfully herd 1,000 turkeys from 
Missouri to Denver in order to make 
some big money off of turkey-hungry 
“Denverites.”

7.	 High Ridge Gobbler: A Story of the American 
Wild Turkey by David Stemple (Boyds Mill 
Press,	2001,	c1979).	An	insightful	book	
on a turkey’s life from egg to adult.

8. Pardon That Turkey: How Thanksgiving 
Became a Holiday by Susan Sloate (Grosset 
&	Dunlap,	2010).	Explains	the	story	
of Sarah Josepha Hale, a magazine edi-
tor, who campaigned the government 
to make Thanksgiving a national day of 
celebration.	President	Lincoln	did	so.		
Another Thanksgiving tradition discussed 
in	this	book	is	the	National	Wild	Turkey	
Federation’s yearly gift of a turkey to the 
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President.	That	turkey	always	gets	a	presi-
dential pardon so it doesn’t get cooked for 
dinner.

9.	 Thanksgiving Turkey Trouble by Abby Klein 
(Blue	Sky	Press,	2008).	For	those	reluctant	
or low-level readers who want a chapter 
book. Freddy’s a first grader who is very 
unhappy about being the turkey in the 
class play. The teasing by Max, a bully, 
makes it even worse, but his grandfather 
and the principal give him ideas to make 
this tough turkey assignment terrific.

10. Turkey Bowl	by	Phil	Bildner	(Simon	&	
Schuster,	2008).	Every	year	Ethan’s	fam-
ily has the Turkey Bowl, a family game of 
football during the Thanksgiving celebra-
tion.	This	year	Ethan’s	finally	old	enough	
to play, but a snowstorm thwarts the 
efforts of distant family members trying to 
get	to	Ethan’s	house.	Is	the	game	a	loss,	or	
can	Ethan	find	enough	neighborhood	kids	
to make the bowl a go?

11. Turkey Hunting	by	Kate	Canino	(Rosen	
Central, 2011). This book detailing turkey 
hunting honestly addresses the process of 
hunting successfully, responsibly, and law-
fully.	Includes	quality	photos	of	respon-
sible hunters using appropriate equipment 
throughout the process.

12. Turkey Monster Thanksgiving by Anne 
Warren	Smith	(Albert	Whitman,	2003).	
Katie hears the perfect kid at school, who 
just happens to be her neighbor, too, talk-

ing about how everyone should have a 
great big family Thanksgiving celebration. 
Katie’s doubting her family’s Thanksgiving 
will be like that, since she lives with 
her dad and messy little brother. Does 
this mean she doesn’t have a “real” fam-
ily, since their Thanksgiving is always a 
relaxed day in which they enjoy other’s 
company, just the three of them?

13. Turkey Trouble on the National Mall by 
Ronald	Roy	(Random	House,	2012).	
Hoping to get more than one turkey a 
presidential pardon, K.C. and Marshall 
herd	a	flock	of	117	turkeys	to	the	National	
Mall. The night before the presidential 
declaration of the bird or birds that will 
be	saved,	all	117	turkeys	disappear.	Can	
the kids use their detective skills and clues 
to find the flock in time, or will their 
“gooses”—make that turkeys—be cooked?

•	 If	you	have	multiple	classes	hearing	about	
these books, you may have numerous kids 
wanting the same book. To save time, fill tubs 
or other containers with the covers and/or 
titles of the books. Do this by using the copy/
paste feature to replicate covers from major 
book	vendors’	websites.	Print	and	tape	the	
covers onto clear plastic containers such as ½ 
gallon milk cartons or tall boxes with slots for 
dropping in the printouts. Then,
1. Gather enough pencils for each child, and 

cut or get scrap paper for kids to write 
their full name and library card number 
on	the	slips	of	paper.	Place	paper	and	pen-
cils in book talking area on tables.

2. Fill out 3 slips of paper, each with a title 
of a different turkey book, to use in the 
drawing demonstration.

•	 Optional:	“Techie”	Book	Talk:	For	those	of	you	
comfortable with creating book trailers to use 
as tech-savvy book talks, create the trailers 
about the turkey books in your collection.

Procedure
•	 Display	the	wild	turkey	photos	from	

Wikipedia’s	article	and	select	a	flock	of	turkey	
photos to enlarge. 

•	 Share	the	fact	that	turkeys	have	inspired	
authors to write fiction and nonfiction books 
with turkeys as the subject or main character, 
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meaning they play a pivotal role in the plot of 
the book.

•	 Tell	the	kids	that	you	will	be	book	talking	(or	
sharing book trailers) about the library’s turkey 
books, and that they get to select the ones they 
want to check out.

•	 Book	talk	(or	show	and	discuss	the	book	trail-
ers) for the turkey collection. Be sure to differ-
entiate fiction from nonfiction.

•	 Direct	students	to	fill	out	the	scrap	paper	slips	
you provided with their first and last name, 
and	their	library	card	number.	If	they	liked	
five books they heard about, they must fill out 
five slips of paper, one for each book.

•	 Prepare	to	dismiss	them	with	this	explanation:	
“The fairest way to decide who gets to check 
out	which	book	is	to	draw	names.	I	will	draw	
from these containers as each book becomes 
available. As long as you don’t have any over-
due books, the book will be checked out and 
sent	to	you.	If	you	do	have	an	overdue	book,	
your name will be dropped back into the con-
tainer	until	it	is	drawn	again.	Please	keep	in	
mind that a lot of kids want these books, so 
read and return them as quickly as possible.”  
(I’ve	found	that	kids	are	very	happy	about	this	
method.	It	serves	as	a	solution	for	the	circula-
tion system that isn’t set up to do a random 
drawing for books on hold/reserve.)

•	 Model	an	example	of	you	dropping	in	paper	
slips in three different containers to show the 
kids exactly how to complete this process as 
they exit the library.

•	 Dismiss	the	students	by	having	them	form	a	
line to walk by the containers.

Online Resources
Animal Facts: Turkeys, www.kidzone.ws/animals/
turkey.htm. Facts, photos, online jigsaw puzzles, a 
coloring page, and a selection of different turkey 
activities.

Dawn Publications, www.dawnpub.com. Dedicated 
to helping children discover and appreciate nature 
through books and activities to enrich learning.

NWTF (National Wild Turkey Federation), 
www.nwtf.org. May not specifically list the turkey 
fact or part of the website you want, but it’s very 
user-friendly for doing keyword searches, e.g., All 

About	Turkeys,	The	Wild	Turkey’s	Range,	Calling	
Wild	Turkeys	(turkey	sounds),	Wild	Turkey	Facts,	
and The Wild About Turkey Education Box ($50 kit 
for teachers and librarians).

Native American Folktales: How Turkey Got 
His Beard, www.worldoftales.com/Native_American_
folktales/Native_American_Folk. This pourquoi story 
relates how the turkey got his wattle. Turkey stole 
a scalp from Terrapin, who was returning from a 
war. Turkey hung it around his neck and wouldn’t 
let go, even after Terrapin chased and shot arrows 
at him.

PebbleGo.com, www.pebblego.com. Click the 
Animals database link, keyword search=turkeys. 
Schools must pay a yearly subscription fee to use 
the	Emergent	Reader	Research	Solution	database,	
which won the 2010 Teacher’s Choice Award for 
the Classroom from Learning Magazine.	It’s	an	
excellent resource, and teachers love it, too! 

Wild Turkey entry, Wikipedia, the free encyclo-
pedia, www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wild_Turkey.

Wild Turkey, http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/
animals/birds/wild-turkey. Describes the historical 
significance of the wild turkey, the conservation 
management that brought it back from near extinc-
tion, its characteristics and habitat, and how it dif-
fers from domestically raised farm turkeys.

❖  ❖  ❖
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