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Puppet Play:  Voices From 
the Deep by | Nancy K. Wallace                      

• Storytime •
Grades 
K–3, 4–6

This puppet play is designed for perfor-
mance by fourth to sixth graders for 
younger students. It can be produced in 

several different ways depending on your budget 
constraints. You will need three fish puppets, an 
octopus, and three puppets to represent the chil-
dren. Resources for purchasing commercial pup-
pets are listed below; otherwise, stuffed animals 
could be used. If you wish to make your own 
puppets, a simple method is to staple pictures of 
the characters to paint sticks. 

You can make a simple stage by covering 
a long table with a tablecloth and position-
ing puppeteers on their knees behind the table. 
Puppeteers should place their scripts in front of 
them on the floor. If you use an actual puppet 
stage, place the scripts on a narrow bench in front 
of the participants. 

An alternate arrangement could feature pup-
pets for the fish and octopus only. The stage would 
represent the ocean, and students could play the 
parts of Katie, Megan, and James while standing in 
front of the stage to read their parts.

You will need seven students to play the parts 
and one stage manager to announce the scenes 
and dangle the hook in Scene 6. Remind the pup-
peteers that the puppets should remain animated 
whether they are speaking or not.

Note: This production should take about ten minutes to 
perform when it has been well rehearsed.

Puppet Suppliers

• Clown Fish puppets are available from www.
sunnypuppets.com and www.amazon.com

• Octopus puppets are available from www.
folkmanis.com; www.sunnypuppets.com; and 
www.amazon.com 

• Children puppets are available from www.
sunnypuppets.com and www.amazon.com 

Props

• Use blue paper or cardboard and cut it to look 
like waves for the front of the stage. 

• Cut a big fish hook out of cardboard and 
cover it with aluminum foil. Hang it from a 
piece of string.

• Use metallic objects like bottle caps, balls of 
foil, and coins for Agatha’s ocean garden.

Characters

Swimmy  
(Clown fish)

Fin  
(Clown fish)

Splash  
(Clown fish)

Agatha  
(An octopus) 
 
 

James  
(Megan’s brother visiting 
the ocean on their vaca-
tion)

Megan  
(James’ sister visiting 
the ocean on their vaca-
tion)

Katie  
(James and Megan’s 
cousin) 
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Scene 3:  The Dock

(Katie, James and Megan on stage.)

James: Wow! Two weeks at the beach! I’m 
excited!

Katie: Thanks for letting me come on 
vacation with you. This is going to be so 
much fun!

James: What are cousins for? 

(Katie and Megan sit down)

Megan: Ooh, the water’s cold. I’m not sure I 
want to put my suit on.

Katie: Let’s just sit here on the dock while 
your mom is getting stuff ready for our 
lunch.

James: The water is never too cold for 
fishing! I’m glad I brought my rod! 

Megan: Ewww, I don’t know how you can 
do that. Poor fish! I’m going to splash my 
feet and scare them all away.

Katie: I’ll help!

James: You girls are no fun. I’ll just move 
down the dock a little farther where all those 
men are fishing. See you later!

Megan: Let’s put our hands in the water, 
too. Maybe we’ll get used to the cold before 
we go swimming.

Katie: Good idea! (Katie makes a splashing 
motion.) Hey Megan, it’s not so bad!

Megan: (Also splashing) You’re right. This 
is fun!

Katie: Oh no!

Megan: What’s the matter?

Katie: My ring just fell off into the water!

Megan: Can you see it?

Katie: No, I can’t see anything. 

Megan: The water is too deep here. I’m 
afraid it’s gone.

Katie: Grandma gave me that ring. What 
am I going to do?

Scene �: Under the Ocean

(Swimmy, Fin and Splash on stage.)

Swimmy: Wow, summer’s finally here! I can 
hardly wait until the kids start to arrive!

Splash: I love to swim around their feet!

Swimmy: Everyone knows that Cove 
Harbor fish are the friendliest fish around! 
Just look at my smile!

Fin: Fish can’t smile!

Swimmy: Sure we can. You just never try.

Fin: Try smiling with a hook in your mouth! 
There are a lot of fishermen on the dock 
today. We need to stay away from there!

Splash: That’s fine with us! The beach is 
where all the kids hang out.

Swimmy: Let’s head over there now. Maybe 
we can make some new friends!

Splash: I just know this is going to be a 
great summer!

Scene �:  Agatha’s Ocean Garden

(Put several metallic objects like bottle caps, 
balls of foil, and coins around her.)

Fin: Hi, Agatha! How is your garden 
growing?

Agatha: I just found this new bottle cap 
today! Isn’t it shiny? 

Swimmy: It’s beautiful, Agatha! Your garden 
is filled with lots of bright, shiny things!

Agatha: It takes me a long time to find 
them. Every day I search along the ocean 
floor. Where are you three going?

Swimmy: Over to the beach. Today is the 
first day of summer vacation. All the kids 
will be swimming.

Agatha: I’m headed for the dock. I’ll swim 
along with you.

Splash: Watch out for the fishermen, 
Agatha!

Agatha: Don’t worry, I’m much too strong 
for their fishing lines. Let’s go! 
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Megan: Maybe someone will find it.

Katie: Do you really think so? 

Megan: I don’t know. I guess I was trying to 
make you feel better. I think things that get 
lost in the ocean probably stay lost.

Katie: I don’t know what to tell Grandma.

Megan: Grandma will understand. It was an 
accident.

(The children move off stage and the fish take 
center stage.)

Swimmy: See, I told you! Agatha needs to 
give that ring back!

Splash: She really likes it, Swimmy. I don’t 
think she will.

Fin:  She said it was the best thing she ever 
found.

Swimmy: Well, maybe we can find 
something even better to give her in 
exchange for it. Let’s go look!

Scene 3:  The Dock

Swimmy: Quick, let’s look around for 
something shiny to give Agatha!

Fin: I don’t see anything special. There are 
just tin cans and bottle caps.

Swimmy: Wow! What’s that?

(Lower the hook from the top of the stage. 
Swimmy grabs it with his mouth.)

Splash: Swimmy, no! That’s a hook!

Swimmy: Help! I’m stuck!

Fin: Splash, go get Agatha! Quick!

(Fin goes off stage and returns with Agatha)

Agatha: Here I am! What’s the matter?

Splash: Swimmy is caught on a hook!

Agatha: I’ll take care of that! (As Agatha 
grabs the hook and pulls, allow the fishing 
line to fall loose from above as though it has 
broken.)

Scene 4:  The Dock (a few minutes 
later)

Swimmy: Bye, Agatha! I’m afraid to swim 
any closer to the dock.

Agatha: Okay, I’ll see you later then!

Fin: Watch out for those fishermen!

Agatha:  I will. Hey, wait! 

Splash: What’s the matter?

Agatha: Wow, look at this!

Swimmy:  What is it?

Agatha: A ring! It’s beautiful! This is the 
best thing I’ve ever found!

Swimmy: I’ll bet someone on the dock lost 
it, Agatha. 

Agatha: Oh well, it’s mine now! See you 
later, boys! Have fun at the beach!

Fin: Yeah, bye.

Swimmy: I’ll bet whoever lost that ring 
feels bad.

Splash:  It’s Agatha’s ring now, Swimmy. 
Don’t worry about it.

Fin: Yeah, let’s get going! 

Splash:  It’s a beautiful day!

(Splash and Fin swim off. Swimmy looks up 
at the dock.)

Swimmy: I wonder who lost that ring.

Scene 5:  The Beach

(Katie, James and Megan are on stage, and 
all three fish are off to the side watching.)

James:  Come on, I’ll race you!

Megan: The water is cold, James. We’re just 
going to wade for a while.

James: I’ll splash you!

Megan: You better not! Mom’s watching! 
(She turns to look at Katie.) Come on, Katie.

Katie: I feel really bad that I lost my ring.
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Katie: Megan, look! That fish just dropped 
my ring by my feet!

Megan: You’re kidding!

Katie: No, I’m not! 

Megan: What an amazing fish! 

Katie: I’m going to put it right back on my 
finger!

Megan: Why don’t you give it to my mom 
to put in her purse instead? That way you 
won’t lose it again.

Katie: Good idea! You were right, Megan. 
This is the best vacation ever!

(Megan and Katie walk off stage.)

Swimmy: Thanks, Agatha. Getting her ring 
back made Katie really happy.

Agatha: Yeah, it did. I’m glad I gave it 
back.

Swimmy: Like I said, Cove Harbor fish are 
the friendliest fish around! 

Splash: Let’s go get to know those kids 
better! It’s going to be a great summer!

Swimmy: Wow, thanks Agatha. You really 
are strong!

Agatha: Well, it’s a good thing I was close 
by. What made you do such a silly thing?

Swimmy: It’s a long story.

Scene 7:  The Beach 

(The fish and Agatha should be at center 
stage. Megan and Katie should be off to one 
side.)

Swimmy: So you see, I was trying to find 
you something to trade for Katie’s ring.

Agatha: You could have just asked. I’ll give 
it back. Which one is she?

Swimmy: She’s over there wading. 

Agatha: (Agatha hands Swimmy the ring.) 
Here, why don’t you take it to her?

Swimmy: Gee, Agatha. Thank you very 
much!

Agatha: Hurry up before I change my 
mind.

(Swimmy “swims” near Katie and drops the 
ring.)


