
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Author: _________________________________________________________________________________

Title: ____________________________________________________________________________________

CHARACTERS PROBLEM/SOLUTIONSËMESSAGE

Physical Description and Attributes
What is the problem in the book and how is it solved? 

What is the author’s message?

PERSONAL RESPONSES BOOK CONNECTIONS

How did you feel about the book? Use “I” statements.
What connections are there in the characters, settings, 
plots, and messages among the books by this author?
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Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Author: _________________________________________________________________________________

Title: ____________________________________________________________________________________

CHARACTERS PROBLEM/SOLUTIONSËMESSAGE

Physical Description and Attributes
What is the problem in the book and how is it solved? 

What is the author’s message?

ILLUSTRATIONS

How do the illustrations enhance the story? Is the style visually interesting?

PERSONAL RESPONSES BOOK CONNECTIONS

How did you feel about the book? Use “I” statements.
What connections are there in the characters, settings, 
plots, and messages among the books by this author?
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Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Author: _________________________________________________________________________________

Title: ____________________________________________________________________________________

ACCURACY/CLARITY ILLUSTRATION

How clearly and accurately is the information presented? 
Does the book include a glossary, index, and bibliography?

How do the illustrations enhance your understanding of 
the text? Are they clear, colorful, and interesting?

PERSONAL RESPONSES BOOK CONNECTIONS

How did you feel about the book? Use “I” statements.
What connections are there in the characters, settings, 
plots, and messages among the books by this author?
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Assignment:  Students will write a five-paragraph biographical/critical essay with a properly structured 
bibliography. The project will be assessed using a rubric. Assessment of learning will focus on:

• Information gathering

• Development and support of a thesis statement

• Note-taking and classification skills

• Variety/number of sources cited and their appropriateness to the research topics

• Quality of writing and persuasiveness of essay

• Accuracy of bibliography format and content

Essay Outline

I. Introduction

 Introduce your author by name and genre.

 Include a thesis statement which argues an essential fact about your chosen author’s style, content, or 
themes.

II. Personal Information

 Ask yourself: What are the important biographical facts?

 Be especially certain to include facts that have a bearing on the author’s work and on your thesis 
statement.

III. Professional Information

 Ask yourself: What is the author best known for?

 Ask yourself: What has been the progression of his/her career?

 Ask yourself: What awards and honors has he/she won?

 Remember the goal: Focus on facts that support your thesis statement.

IV. Author’s Work

 Ask yourself: What is your critical response to the books you have read?

 Ask yourself: What appeals to you about the books?

 Ask yourself: What do you identify with?

 Ask yourself: What are your lingering questions about the books?

 Ask yourself: How does YOUR critical response support your thesis statement?

 Remember to draw on your Critical Analysis Sheets.

V. Conclusion

Note: You will include a properly formatted bibliography  
(the last page).  You will include a title page (the first page).
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PRINT
Circulating Books 

Jacket flap and interior author blurbs on the author’s books

Biographies and Autobiographies

Reference Books

Something about the Author series

Junior Author and Illustrator series

An Author a Month series

Bookpeople series

100 Most Popular series

Biography Today: Author Series

Authors and Artists for Young Adults series

ELECTRONIC
Databases

Gale—Contemporary Authors Online

EBSCO—Student Research Center

Internet Resources

Author Web sites

Publisher Web sites

TeachingBooks.net (subscription)

NoveList® (subscription)
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Personal Information

• What is your author’s name, birth date, place of birth, and death date (if applicable)?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• Where did your author grow up and where did/does he or she reside as an adult?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• What was the author’s childhood family like, especially if this is pertinent to his or her books or themes?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• What was your author’s education?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• What adventures, travels, hobbies, activities, or life experiences influence your author’s books?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• What is your author’s family life like now, especially if this is pertinent to his or her books or themes?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  
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Professional Information 

• How many books has the author published?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• Titles?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• Publisher?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• Dates?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• What was the author’s first book?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• Has the author won any awards?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• What is the author famous for?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• What have reviewers had to say about the author’s work?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• Have any films been made from the author’s books?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• What/Who influenced the author to become a writer?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

• Does the author have other jobs as well?

 _____________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Author: _________________________________________________________________________________

•   I’ve read ______ books.

Titles: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

 
•   I’ve completed ______ Critical Analysis Sheets

 
•   I have ______ note cards.
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• Note cards, organized by category (minimum 50) and properly paraphrased

• Research articles, e-mails, web site printouts, etc.

•  Critical Analysis Sheets (3+ for novels, one per picture book/nonfiction book)

• All drafts of essay

• Check-in sheets

• Book review

• Essay

     •  Title page

     •  Research paper

     •  Bibliography

     •  Appendices (optional)

____________________________ has met the criteria.

____________________________ has not yet met the criteria.



Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction �-Exceeds the Standard �-Meets the Standard
�-Does Not Yet Meet 

the Standard
Strong topic and concluding sentences

Three or more supporting details

Thesis statement

Mechanics

Personal Information �-Exceeds the Standard �-Meets the Standard
�-Does Not Yet Meet 

the Standard
Strong topic and concluding sentences

Three or more supporting details

Facts have a bearing on the author’s 

work

Mechanics

Professional Information �-Exceeds the Standard �-Meets the Standard
�-Does Not Yet Meet 

the Standard
Strong topic and concluding sentences

Three or more supporting details

Facts supporting the thesis statement

Mechanics

Author’s Work �-Exceeds the Standard �-Meets the Standard
�-Does Not Yet Meet 

the Standard
Strong topic and concluding sentences

Three or more supporting details

Facts are drawn from Critical 

Analysis Sheet and support the thesis 

statement

Mechanics

Conclusion �-Exceeds the Standard �-Meets the Standard
�-Does Not Yet Meet 

the Standard
Strong topic and concluding sentences

Three or more supporting details

Restatement of thesis statement and 

speculation that goes beyond the “so 

what?” factor

Mechanics
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Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

EFFORT �-Exceeds the Standard �-Meets the Standard
�-Does Not Yet Meet 

the Standard

Completion

I worked on my reading, my 
research, and my essay until it 
was complete and then I elected 
to carry it farther.

I worked on my reading, my 
research, and my essay until it 
was complete.

I did not complete my reading, 
my research, and/or my essay.

Persistence

I pushed myself to continue 
working on my research and 
essay even when I had a difficult 
time locating information or 
supporting my thesis.

With the support of my teacher 
and librarian, I continued to 
work on my research and essay 
even when I had a difficult 
time locating information or 
supporting my thesis.

I stopped working when I 
ran into difficulties locating 
information or supporting my 
thesis.

Optimism

I looked at difficulties I 
encountered as opportunities to 
learn and understand more.

With the help of my teacher and 
librarian, I worked to see my 
difficulties as opportunities to 
learn and understand more.

When I ran into difficulties, I 
believed that I wouldn’t be able 
to learn anything more.
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Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Circle the number that describes your level of effort on this project.

No          Best 
Effort                    Possible 
          Effort 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Below, write a paragraph to support the score you have given yourself for effort 
and then plan to meet with your teacher to discuss your thoughts.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

1. Things I did well:

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

2. What I learned about the topic while doing this project:

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

3. What I learned about the research process while doing this project:

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

4. Effort scores:

 Effort Reflection ________    Effort Rubric _______ 

5. Additional reflections and comments:

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________
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