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Valentine’s Family  
Fun Night

by | Nancy K. Wallace                      

• Storytime •
Grades 

PK–1

Each of us wants to feel loved and appreci-
ated, and we all like to receive valentines! 
Remember how sad we felt for poor ol’ 

Charlie Brown when he didn’t receive a valentine? 
Most schools have addressed this problem with 
Valentine’s Day parties, making certain every child 
receives a valentine from his classmates. But there 
are still lots of people who never receive a card 
on February 14th. This Family Fun Night allows 
children to acknowledge many of the people they 
know in a fun and loving way. With the current 
cuts in library funding, this is a low-budget pro-
gram that uses many things you may already have 
on hand.

Advertise

Schedule your Valentine’s Family Fun Night for 
early in February. Announce it in your library 
newsletter, on your website, through flyers, or on 
bookmarks at the circulation desk, or ask your 
local newspaper to write a story about it. Request 
that families sign up at least a week in advance so 
you know how many cookies to bake and how 
many craft materials to have on hand.

Craft Supplies
Templates are provided on pages 5–8 for four 
basic valentines. 

Note: The first three can be reproduced on white 
card stock for the children to color and embellish 
in any way they choose. These particular templates 
include a smaller heart with a message to paste 
inside the card. These inserts can be copied on a 
contrasting color of cardstock. The fourth template 
is for library use.

About the Templates
• The first valentine is an artist’s palette. Each 

of the small hearts on the palette can be deco-
rated in a different paint color or sprinkled 
with various colors of glitter. The brush’s 
bristles form a heart, too. 

• The second valentine is a heart made of Swiss 
cheese with a heart-shaped mouse. You will 
need to provide glue, yarn, string or embroi-
dery floss in bright colors to make his tail. 
(This card was inspired by the card Cornelia 
Augusta makes for her friend in The Day It 
Rained Hearts, which will be read during the 
story program.) 

• The third valentine pictures a flower garden 
and a bee. It can be colored with crayons, 
paint or markers. The bee could be covered in 
gold glitter, after it is colored, to make it stand 
out. 
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can include heart-shaped chocolates or conversa-
tion heart candy if you like. 

Equipment for Games
You will need two messenger-style bags or tote 
bags for the Special Delivery game, and a val-
entine from the library for each participant. You 
can use the template provided on page 8, or you 
could also purchase inexpensive cards. For the It’s 
Raining Hearts game, you will need a parachute or 
a king-sized bed sheet. You will also need to cut 
out several dozen paper hearts in various sizes and 
colors from tissue or construction paper. Keep sev-
eral in reserve to ensure that every child has a few 
to use with their valentine construction later on.

Room Setup
Arrange your room with tables and chairs for the 
participants. Put a table with the craft materials 
at one end of the room and the table for refresh-
ments at the other end. Leave an open area to play 
games. The program is designed with the craft seg-
ment in the middle, so that the projects will have 
time to dry before they are taken home.

The Program

After everyone is seated, welcome the group to 
Valentine’s Family Fun Night. Explain that the 
crafts and games are for grownups as well as chil-
dren. Talk about Valentine’s Day and the ways we 
show people that we care about them. Ask how 
receiving a valentine makes us feel. Read the first 
picture book.

• The fourth valentine features an open book 
with hearts drifting out of it. This is a valen-
tine from your library to program participants. 
It will be used in the Special Delivery game. 
You will need one of these valentines for each 
person attending your program. Make several 
extras in case more people show up than you 
had originally planned for. These cards can 
be embellished, or just copied and distributed 
as is. You might also make a supply to have 
at the circulation desk on Valentine’s Day to 
show how much you appreciate your patrons!

Since the idea of this program is to make many 
different kinds of valentines, you should also pro-
vide materials for kids to make their own beautiful 
cards. Set out construction paper, paper doilies, 
stickers, glitter, markers, glue sticks, etc. This is a 
good time to clean out the craft cupboard! Bits and 
pieces from other craft projects can be repurposed. 
Just let the participants use their imaginations. 
Designate one central table for supplies so that 
the people can choose what they need for their 
projects. Parents often enjoy crafts as much as kids 
do, so make certain they know they are invited to 
make cards, too! 

The List

Provide each family unit with a small tablet or a 
piece of lined paper and a pen or pencil on the 
night of the party. They will use this to make a 
list of people they want to make valentines for. 
Embellish the paper with heart stickers for a fes-
tive touch.

Planning Ahead for Refreshments
Enlist your staff members or volunteers to make 
heart-shaped sugar cookies. On the night of the 
party, provide bowls of different colored icing, cin-
namon hearts, sprinkles, edible glitter, chocolate 
chips, etc., for the participants to decorate their 
own cookies. They can ice them on small paper 
plates. Use any basic sugar cookie dough that can 
be rolled and cut out. The thicker the cookie, the 
sturdier it will be for decorating. 

Purchase valentine napkins or create your 
own with plain white napkins and heart stickers. 
Make red punch with cranberry juice and ginger 
ale (or seltzer water), or serve pink lemonade. You 
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Picture Book
The Day it Rained Hearts by Felicia Bond. 
HarperCollins, 1983.

One day, it rains hearts—and Cornelia Augusta 
begins to catch them. She fills the pockets of her 
raincoat with hearts and takes them home. When 
she begins to make valentines out of them, each 
one is different. She strings several hearts together 
as a collar for the dog. She makes a valentine heart 
with a cotton ball tail for the rabbit, and a holey 
Swiss cheese valentine for the mouse. Even though 
it never rains hearts again, Cornelia Augusta 
always finds a way to make cards for her friends.

It’s Raining Hearts Game
I have used this game in many forms: with fall 
leaves, tissue paper butterflies, paper fireflies, and 
snowflakes. It never fails to delight children and 
adults alike. There is something about having 
lovely things falling through the air that makes 
everyone happy! Another perk: There is never a 
mess afterwards, because the kids love picking up 
whatever falls on the floor.

Gather the parents and children around your 
parachute or large sheet. (You may have to repeat 
this several times if you have a large group.) Have 
everyone hold the parachute and practice rais-
ing and then lowering it very fast, with everyone 
working together. Then have them hold the para-
chute very still while you sprinkle it with precut 
paper hearts. Tell the children that you are going 
to make it rain hearts and they can catch as many 
as they want. Have the kids let go of the parachute 
so they will be ready to catch the hearts as they 
fly off. Ask only the parents to count to three and 
then raise the parachute as high as they can and 
bring it back down quickly. Most of the hearts will 
sail off the first time, but you may need to do it 
several times to dislodge them all. Allow the kids 
to grab the hearts and take them back to their 
tables to use when they make their valentines. 
Repeat the game with a second group of parents, 
kids, and paper hearts, if necessary. Have the par-
ticipants return to their seats and read the next 
story.

Picture Book
Valentine Mice! by Bethany Roberts. 
Clarion Books, 1997.

This rhyming picture book 
shows cute little mice deliver-
ing valentines by the sled-full 
on a snowy winter day. They 
stop at each woodland creature’s 
house to leave a card. When one 
little mouse gets stuck in a snow drift, his 
friends launch a search. Everyone works together 
to dig him out before giving a valentine hug!

This simple picture book presents the perfect 
sentiment for Valentine’s Family Fun Night. Point 
out the different types of valentines in the book. 
All are homemade, and each one is different. What 
do they think it would be like not to get any valen-
tines at all? Designate one adult or older child from 
each family unit to take notes. Have them make a 
list on the paper you have provided of people they 
know outside of their families who might like to 
receive a valentine this year. Offer suggestions such 
as crossing guards, neighbors, the mailman, school 
staff members, school bus drivers, meter readers, 
police officers, etc. Have each family count the 
number of valentines they will need to make. 

Crafts and Cookie Preparation
Show everyone the valentine templates and 
decorative materials you have provided. Invite 
them by table to come up and gather the materi-
als they will need. Remind them to also use the 
hearts they collected during the parachute game. 
Allow a specific amount of time for crafts, i.e., 
thirty minutes, and state this time allocation at 
the beginning of the craft period. Give remind-
ers halfway through, and again when only five 
minutes remain. Ask participants to clean up their 
tables when they are finished. Circulate among 
the tables with the trash can. 

When the crafts have been cleaned up, gather 
everyone in your game area. While you direct 
the Special Delivery game (see below), have staff 
members or volunteers place containers of icing, 
sprinkles, chocolate chips, etc., on each table. 
Provide paper plates, knives to spread the icing, 
and spoons for decorations. Include drinks, nap-
kins and a plate of sugar cookies.
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Special Delivery Game 
This game is a relay race. Divide the participants 
into two teams. Have one person on each team 
serve as the Mail Carrier. Have the two Mail 
Carriers stand about ten feet apart. Each team 
should line up about twenty feet away from its 
Mail Carrier. Use the library valentines you made 
from the fourth template (page 8). Give each mail 
carrier a messenger bag with one valentine in it, 
and give each person on the team a valentine to 
“mail.” Each person in turn will run to the Mail 
Carrier, place his valentine in the bag, and run 
to the end of the line. When he reaches the end 
of the line, the team should yell, “Go!” to the 
next person in line. When the last person in line 
has finished, the Mail Carrier will run down her 
team’s line, passing out a valentine to each per-
son. The last valentine in the bag belongs to the 
Mail Carrier. When she removes it she should 
shout, “Done!” Whichever team finishes first 
wins, but every player is a winner because they all 
receive a valentine from the library staff!

Crafts and Cookie Preparation
Have guests return to their tables to decorate and 
eat their cookies. Allow ten to fifteen minutes for 
this activity. Be ready with extra napkins or wipes 
for sticky fingers.

Final Picture Book
Happy Valentine’s Day, Mouse! by Laura 
Numeroff. HarperCollins, 2009.

Mouse marks his calendar so he will remember to 
make cards for his friends for Valentine’s Day. He 
wants each card to be just right. Mouse makes a 
huge stack of valentines, and each is handmade 
and perfect for the recipient. He is very excited 
to give them out. Suddenly, someone knocks at 
the door. All his friends have come to wish him a 
happy Valentine’s Day with a plate of homemade 
cookies.

Conclusion

Ask the kids how this party 
was like the book about 
Mouse. How many cards did 
they make with their families tonight? When will 
they give them out? Thank everyone for coming 
and wish them a happy Valentine’s Day!

Additional Picture Books
• One Zillion Valentines by Frank Modell. 

Greenwillow Books, 1981. 
 This book was the original inspiration for the 

Valentine’s Family Fun Night program at our 
library. Unfortunately, it is out of print, but it 
is worth borrowing through Interlibrary Loan. 
Marvin and Milton have no money to buy 
cards for Valentine’s Day. They decide to make 
valentines instead. Marvin predicts they could 
make enough for all their neighbors—one 
zillion valentines! Their artwork is childlike 
and funny, and so are the expressions on the 
faces of the valentine recipients as Marvin and 
Milton pass out cards to the whole neighbor-
hood!

• If You’ll Be My Valentine by Cynthia Rylant. 
HarperCollins, 2005.

 This rhyming picture book features a little boy 
making handmade cards for his family and 
pets. The illustrations are large and colorful, 
which makes this book particularly good for 
large groups.

• The Biggest Valentine Ever by Steven Kroll. 
Scholastic, Inc. 2006.

 Clayton and Desmond, two little mice, argue 
over a valentine they are making for their 
teacher. They discover that if they cooperate 
instead of fighting, they can produce “the big-
gest valentine ever!”

❖  ❖  ❖

Nancy K. Wallace, Youth Services Coordinator at
Ellwood City Area Public Library, oversees program-
ming for infants through young adults, ranging from
baby lapsits to teen book discussion groups. She also
presents professional multi-district workshops. Her
library has received five Best Practices Awards from
the Pennsylvania Library Association for excellence
in children’s programming in addition to the David J.
Roberts EXCEL Award in 2008. Her children’s poetry
and stories have appeared in national magazines and
she has reviewed Young Adult Literature for VOYA
magazine for the past fifteen years. E-mail her at
childrenslib@zoominternet.net.
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Valentine Template Pattern One
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Valentine Template Pattern Two
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Valentine Template Pattern Three
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Valentine Template Pattern Four


