
Save   Winter Holidaysthe

It’s the winter holiday season! There’s good cheer and excitement all around. People 
bustle everywhere, getting ready. Hanukkah is well under way when things start to go 
wrong. The Rabbi of Chelm realizes that he doesn’t have enough gelt (gift coins) for 
the community’s children! What will he do? Who will help him? And when his problem is 
solved, how will he pass on the favor when Santa Claus needs help—and so on, through 
Kwanzaa and the Chinese New Year?

You and your team of holiday elves will help save the holidays and learn about them as 
you go. But there’s no time to lose! You and your partner must finish your task and let the 
next holiday pair continue the mission if all the holidays are to be saved and bring the 
joy we’re all counting on! At the end of the process, you’ll meet with the other elf teams to 
share your stories, so the next winter holiday season can run more smoothly.

Working with your relay team, you will:
•	 Review	the	process	for	the	quest

•	 Get	your	holiday	relay	and	partner	assignments	

Working with your whole class, you will:
•	 Take	a	short	quiz	about	winter	holidays

Working with your partner, you will:
•	 Visit	websites	and	complete	a	worksheet	about	your	holiday

•	 Signal	the	next	relay	pair	that	it’s	their	turn

Working with your relay team, you will:
•	 Take	turns	sharing	what	you	learned

•	 Note	at	least	one	thing	you	learned	about	your	holiday	that	you	
didn’t know before

Working with your whole class, you will:
•	 Take	turns	sharing	your	new	knowledge

•	 Discuss	similarities	and	differences	among	the	holidays

•	 Brainstorm	things	each	of	you	could	do	to	demonstrate	the	spirit	of	
your favorite holiday or the spirit of the season
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1.	 Gather	with	your	assigned	team	of	holiday	elves.	Get	your	holiday	relay	and	partner	
assignments.

2.	 With	the	class,	check	your	knowledge	of	winter	holidays	with	an	online	quiz.

3. When it’s your turn, go to your team’s computer workstation.

4. Click on your Holiday Relay Worksheet	below.	Visit	the	websites,	and	complete	
your worksheet with your partner. Older students, take the lead, reading aloud from 
the websites and discussing what you find. Keep your younger partner involved, and 
listen to what he or she has to say. Be sure to read through each prompt before you 
click on the link, so you know exactly what you’re looking for on each site. Holiday 
pairs 1, 2, and 3, let the next pair know when you’re done. Holiday pair 4, check in 
with your teacher when you finish.

5. When all four pairs on your team have finished their worksheets, gather as a team 
with paper and pencils. Pairs should take turns, in order, and share highlights of 
what you learned about your assigned holiday. Be sure to mention at least one 
thing you and your partner learned that you didn’t know before.

6.	 Participate	in	a	discussion.	Your	teacher	will	use	Venn	diagrams	to	help	you	
compare and contrast holidays and explore the shared spirit of the season. Then, 
brainstorm ways you could demonstrate the spirit of your favorite holiday or the 
spirit of the winter holiday season. 

7.	 Listen	while	your	teacher	shares	the	webquest	conclusion.

Process
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No. 2 Save Christmas!
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No. 3 Save Kwanzaa! Conclusion
No. 4 Save Chinese New Year! Introduction/Task List



Holiday Partners No. 1

As you heard in the Introduction, the Rabbi of Chelm has discovered that he doesn’t have enough 
Hanukkah gelt (gift coins) for all the children in the community! To understand his problem and help him 
solve it, visit the following websites and complete the prompts.

I.	 Visit	www.activityvillage.co.uk/hanukkah and www.sheknows.com/holidays-and-seasons/
articles/806884/hanukkah-facts-for-children.	Type	in	answers	to	these	questions:

	 •	 Who	celebrates	Hanukkah?	

	 •	 When	is	Hanukkah	celebrated?	How	long	does	it	last?	

	 •	 What	is	the	reason	for	the	holiday?	

	 •	 What’s	another	name	for	the	holiday?	

	 •	 How	do	families	celebrate	Hanukkah?	

II. Check out www.chabad.org/holidays/chanukah/article_cdo/aid/597165/jewish/Chanukah-Gelt.htm	
and read the explanation at the top.   

	 •	 What	is	gelt,	and	how	does	it	relate	to	the	holiday?

III. Now you know why the Rabbi of Chelm is so upset to have run out of gelt. Unless he can find some 
coins soon, some children from his village will be very unhappy, and he can’t let them be unhappy 
during Hanukkah! What can he do?
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 Suddenly the rabbi remembers that there’s another winter holiday when children receive  
gifts of coins—the Chinese New Year! And he just happens to have the Chinese New Year  
Dragon	on	speed	dial	on	his	cell	phone.	He	dials.

	 “Of	course!”	says	the	Dragon.	“I’d	be	happy	to	send	you	some	coins	to	save	your	holiday.	 
But I’m very busy preparing for my own holiday next month. Could you send someone to  
get them, please?”

 That’s your cue! The rabbi asks you to get the coins from the dragon. You go to pick up the gelt. 
The	Chinese	New	Year	Dragon	tells	you	he’s	just	learned	that	Santa	Claus	is	also	having	problems!	
He asks you to send some holiday elves to see if they can help. Hurry now, there’s no time to lose!

 •	Find	a	picture	of	Hanukkah	gelt.	(Hint:	There	was	one	on	the	last	website	you	visited.)	Print	it	out	
and include it with your Holiday Relay Worksheet.

	•	Now	quickly	print	your	completed	worksheet.	Before	you	deliver	the	gelt	to	the	rabbi,	tip		 	
 off the No. 2 Holiday Pair to rush off and help Santa Claus, who has problems of his own. 

NOW RETURN TO STEP No. 5 OF THE PROCESS SECTION TO CONTINUE YOUR TASK. 

Save 
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Holiday Partners No. 2

As you heard in the Introduction, the Rabbi of Chelm discovered that he didn’t have enough Hanukkah 
gelt (gift coins) for all the children in his community. Your fellow holiday elves succeeded in collecting 
more coins and delivering them to the rabbi in time, but along the way they learned that Santa Claus 
is also in trouble this winter! He’s about to reach the very last house on his whirlwind race around the 
globe, but he’s just discovered that he’s run out of presents for the last children on his list. What a 
disaster it would be to leave children without gifts on Christmas morning! To understand his problem 
and help him solve it, visit the following websites and complete the prompts.

I.		 Visit	www.usconsulate.org.hk/pas/kids/xmas.htm and http://pbskids.org/arthur/holiday/scrapbook/
christmas.html#pg-christmas1.	Type	in	answers	to	these	questions:

	 •	 Who	celebrates	Christmas?

	 •	 When	is	Christmas	celebrated?	

	 •	 What	is	the	reason	for	the	holiday?

	 •	 What’s	another	name	for	the	holiday?

	 •	 How	do	families	celebrate	Christmas?

II. Check out www.whyzz.com/why-do-we-give-gifts-on-christmas and read the explanation  
at the top.   

	 •	 Why	do	people	give	gifts	at	Christmas,	and	how	does	gift-giving	relate	to	the	holiday?

III. Now you know why Santa Claus can’t stand the idea of disappointing children by failing  
to leave them presents for Christmas morning. Where could he get extra gifts to finish  
his nighttime deliveries? 
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 Never fear! Just in time, Santa remembers another winter holiday that is celebrated by giving 
gifts to children—Hanukkah! And he happens to be good friends with Rabbi Chelm. Hanukkah has 
ended. Maybe the rabbi will have some gifts to spare. Santa puts in the S.O.S. call, and the rabbi is 
happy to help! He had to ask for a little help himself this year. 

 You’re up! Santa tells you how to reach Rabbi Chelm and sends you on your way. The rabbi tells 
you that he heard the Wood Hoopoe is having some problems with Kwanzaa this year, too. He 
asks you to send some holiday elves to see if they can help. Hurry now, there’s no time to lose! 

	 •	 Find	a	picture	of	Christmas	presents.	Print	it	out	and	include	it	with	your	Holiday	Relay	 
		 Worksheet.	(Hint:	Key	word	search	“Christmas	presents.”)

	 •	 Now	quickly	print	your	completed	worksheet.	Before	you	deliver	the	gifts	to	Santa,	tip	 
  off the No. 3 Holiday Partners team to rush off and help the Wood Hoopoe with some  
  Kwanzaa problems. 

NOW RETURN TO STEP No. 5 OF THE PROCESS SECTION TO CONTINUE YOUR TASK. 
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Holiday Partners No. 3

As you heard in the Introduction, the Rabbi of Chelm discovered that he didn’t have enough Hanukkah 
gelt (gift coins) for all the children in his community. Your fellow holiday elves succeeded in collecting 
more	coins	from	the	Chinese	New	Year	Dragon	and	delivering	them	to	the	rabbi	in	time.	Another	pair	
of elves helped Santa out of a bind by delivering gifts to finish his rounds, with help from Rabbi Chelm. 
But now the Kwanzaa Wood Hoopoe, whose rhythmic pecking on trees inspires drumming during 
the Kwanzaa holiday, is in a fix. Karamu, the sixth day of Kwanzaa, is almost here. It’s time for the 
community celebration with food, music, and dancing. But Wood Hoopoe is running out of candles 
for the Kinara! How will the community celebrate and finish the holiday without enough candles? To 
understand her problem and help her solve it, visit the following websites and complete the prompts. 

I.	 Visit	www.holidays.net/kwanzaa/story.htm (ads) and http://thekulturekidz.com/kwanzaa/#more-32. 
Type	in	answers	to	these	questions:

	 •	 Who	celebrates	Kwanzaa?

	 •	 When	is	Kwanzaa	celebrated?	How	long	does	it	last?

	 •	 What	is	the	reason	for	the	holiday?

	 •	 How	do	families	celebrate	Kwanzaa?

II. Check out http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/holidays/kwanzaa (click on “Light the Kinara” 
and use the arrow on the bottom right to read the first two slides). 

	•	 How	do	people	use	candles	during	Kwanzaa,	and	how	do	they	relate	to	the	holiday?

III. Now you know why Wood Hoopoe is so upset about the missing candles. Where can she find some 
in time for Karamu? She thinks hard. And then she remembers! Red and green are Christmas 
colors, too! Santa Claus might have red and green candles to spare! 
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 She pulls out her phone and texts her friend right away. Hooray! Santa has plenty of candles and 
is glad to help. Wood Hoopoe needs you to fetch the candles and bring them back in time for the 
Karamu celebration.

	 When	you	see	Santa,	he	tells	you	that	the	Chinese	New	Year	Dragon	is	having	problems	this	year	
as well. He asks you to send some holiday elves to see if they can help. Hurry now, there’s no time 
to lose!

	 •	 Find	a	picture	of	a	Kinara	with	candles.	Print it out and include it with your Holiday Relay  
  Worksheet	(Hint:	There	was	one	at	the	first	website	you	visited.)

	 •	 Now	quickly	print	your	completed	worksheet.	Before	you	deliver	the	candles	to	Wood		 	
  Hoopoe, tip off the No. 4 Holiday Partners team to rush off and help the Chinese New Year   
	 	 Dragon	with	his	own	holiday	problems.	

NOW RETURN TO STEP No. 5 OF THE PROCESS SECTION TO CONTINUE YOUR TASK.  
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Holiday Partners No. 4

As you heard in the Introduction, the Rabbi of Chelm discovered that he didn’t have enough Hanukkah 
gelt (gift coins) for all the children in his community. Your fellow holiday elves succeeded in collecting 
more	coins	from	the	Chinese	New	Year	Dragon	and	delivering	them	to	the	rabbi	in	time.	Another	pair	
of elves helped Santa out of a bind by delivering gifts to finish his rounds, with help from Rabbi Chelm. 
Yet another pair of elves helped the Kwanzaa Wood Hoopoe solve some candle problems. But now, the 
Chinese	New	Year	Dragon	is	in	a	real	predicament!	It’s	almost	time	for	the	big	New	Year	Parade.	But	
the drums that parade marchers beat to scare away evil spirits are missing! Without them, how can the 
dragon officially bring in the New Year with all its promises of good luck?

I.		 Visit www.factmonster.com/spot/chinesenewyear1.html and www.howstuffworks.com/culture-
traditions/holidays/chinese-new-year.htm	(first	paragraph).	Type	in	answers	to	these	questions:

	 •	 Who	celebrates	the	Chinese	or	Lunar	New	Year?

	 •	 When	is	the	Chinese	New	Year	celebrated?	How	long	does	it	last?	

	 •	 What	is	the	reason	for	the	holiday?

	 •	 How	do	families	celebrate	Chinese	New	Year?

II. Check out www.china-family-adventure.com/dragon-dance.html (article before the video).  

	•	 How	do	people	use	drums	during	Chinese	New	Year,	and	how	do	drums	relate	 
  to the holiday?

III. Now you know why the dragon is so worried about the missing drums. Where can she find 
replacement	drums	before	the	parade?	Wait	a	minute—that’s	it!	Drums	are	used	at	the	Kwanzaa	
festival of Karamu! Kwanzaa ended January 1, so maybe the Kwanzaa Wood Hoopoe could spare 
some drums to use in the Chinese New Year parade!
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 She pulls out her phone and calls her friend right away. Wood Hoopoe knows just where to find the 
drums and will gladly lend them. The dragon needs you to fetch them and hurry back in time for 
the parade.

	 •	 Find	a	picture	of	Chinese	New	Year	drums.	Print	it	out	and	include	it	with	your	Holiday	Relay	 
	 	 Worksheet	(Hint:	Key	word	search	“Chinese	New	Year	drum.”)

	 •	 Now	quickly	print	your	completed	worksheet	and	show	it	to	your	teacher.	

NOW RETURN TO STEP No. 5 OF THE PROCESS SECTION TO CONTINUE YOUR TASK.  
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Conclusion

What a relief! You did your jobs well, and the Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, and Chinese New 
Year celebrations were joyful and complete. You helped preserve the traditions and the spirit 
of these special times for children, families, and communities everywhere. If you’d like to learn 
more	about	these	winter	holidays,	here	are	some	books	to	get	you	started:	

 

 Caleb’s Hanukkah, by Lisa Bullard. Millbrook, 2012.

 Celebrate Hanukkah with Light, Latkes, and Dreidels,	by	Deborah	Heiligman.	National	
Geographic	Children’s	Books,	2008.

 Chinese New Year,	by	Nancy	Dickmann.	Heinemann,	2010.	(Spanish	edition	available)

 Christmas USA,	by	Mary	D.	Lankford.	Collins,	2006.

 The Dancing Dragon,	by	Marcia	K.	Vaughan.	Mondo,	1996.

 Kwanzaa,	by	Dorothy	Rhodes	Freeman	and	Diane	M.	MacMillan.	Enslow	Elementary,	2008.

 Lighthouse Christmas,	by	Toni	Buzzeo.	Dial,	2011.

 Wood Hoopoe Willie,	by	Virginia	Kroll.	Charlesbridge,	1993.	
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