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ho’s Who in
The Bad Beginning

Violet Baudelaire. Eldest sister of  the three 
Baudelaire orphans  requires a ribbon to tie up her 
hair so she can think of  inventive things to help 
her brother and sister escape desperate situations. 
She is constantly disappointed that adults are not 
more expedient with their assistance in freeing the 
orphans from Count Olaf ’s treachery. 
(circle one)     Hero     Villain     Fencewalker

Klaus Baudelaire. The middle Baudelaire child, 
Klaus is the brother of  Violet and baby sister, Sunny. 
Klaus is a voracious reader who consumes every 
book he can get his hands on. His knowledge from 
books complements Violet’s skills as an inventor, 
because he provides the rationale for the use and 
implementation of  her inventions. Klaus and Violet 
work as a team with their baby sister, Sunny, and they 
excel as escape artists.
(circle one)     Hero     Villain     Fencewalker

Sunny Baudelaire. The baby of  the family, Sunny 
grows into a toddler as the series progresses.  
Her protruding, vampire-like front teeth are very 
handy for chewing, gnawing, and biting her way 
through precarious circumstances in order to help 
her siblings. She creates a language that her siblings 
often understand, but not the adults.
(circle one)     Hero     Villain     Fencewalker

Mr. Poe. The banker in charge of  finding a guardian 
for the Baudelaire children after their parents die in 
a house fire, Mr. Poe is always in a hurry, extremely 
busy, and he does a superficial job of  checking out 
the guardian’s credentials.  He suffers from the 
mythical “ostrich syndrome,” choosing to stick 
his head in the sand in order to avoid listening to 
the problems the children have with their dubious 
guardian, Count Olaf.
(circle one)     Hero     Villain     Fencewalker

Count Olaf. This abusive, greedy, malicious, and 
self-centered arsonist is responsible for burning 
down the Baudelaire’s house. Posing as a distant 
relative, he gets himself  appointed as the children’s 
guardian so that he and his henchmen can steal the 
Baudelaire fortune.
(circle one)     Hero     Villain     Fencewalker

Justice Strauss. The judge who lives next door to 
Count Olaf  takes a caring interest in the Baudelaire 
children. She gets so excited about being in Count 
Olaf ’s play, however, that she doesn’t realize it is a 
scheme that will allow Count Olaf  to marry Violet 
and steal the Baudelaire fortune. The judge cannot 
believe that Count Olaf  has ill intentions because he 
is letting her act.
(circle one)     Hero     Villain     Fencewalker

Directions: Read through the 
biographies below, and use 
a dictionary to look up new 
vocabulary. When you are 
finished with each biography, 
circle whether you think the 
character is a hero, villain, or 
fence-walker.
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The Bad Beginning
Character Trait Identification Activity

Abhorrent
Contemplative
Disheartened
Exasperating
Fiendish
Grotesque
Hesitantly 
Insipid
Judging
Kindly
Loathsome
Mournfully
Nefarious
Oblivious
Pathetic
Queasy
Repulsive
Snarling
Treacherous
Unbelieving
Watchful
Youthful
Zonked

Violet Klaus Count Olaf Mr. Poe
Justice  
Strauss

X X

Sunny 

X X

Directions: After learning 
about each character from 
the “Who’s Who in The 
Bad Beginning” biographies 
worksheet, look at the 
left column of  the chart 
below, and read through 
the list of  adjectives and 
adverbs used by Daniel 
Handler in The Bad Begin-
ning and other books in 
his Series of  Unfortunate 
Events. Based on your un-
derstanding of  each char-
acter’s traits, decide which 
adjectives/adverbs could 
apply to each person and 
put an X under their 
names in the appropriate 
box. If  you are not sure of  
the meaning of  the word, 
use a dictionary to find 
the definition. Remem-
ber that a character trait 
may apply to more than 
one person. For example, 
you might say that Violet, 
Klaus, Sunny, and Justice 
Strauss are all kindly.
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Synonym Searches

Abhorrent
Contemplative
Disheartened
Exasperating
Fiendish
Grotesque
Hesitantly 
Insipid
Judging
Kindly
Loathsome
Mournfully
Nefarious
Oblivious
Pathetic
Queasy
Repulsive
Snarling
Treacherous
Unbelieving
Watchful
Youthful
Zonked

Directions: Read each sentence and the 
choices below. Circle the letter next to the 
word that is a synonym for the underlined 
word in the sentence. For help, look at the 
“Who’s Who in The Bad Beginning” work-
sheet and the dictionary.

1. To say that author Lemony Snicket (a.k.a.  
Daniel Handler) writes about ghastly adventures 
is to say that the adventures are:
a. wondrous
b. smelly
c. grim
d. noble

2.  To say that the Series of  Unfortunate Events books 
provide illuminating stories about corrupt personalities 
means that the stories are:
a. imposing
b. enlightening 
c. maneuvering
d. devouring

3. To say that the Baudelaire children are resilient is 
to say that they are: 
a.	 flabbergasted
b. ineffectual
c. grumpy
d. unstoppable

 
4. If  Violet is a perceptive inventor, she is:

a. grotesque
b. ineffectual
c. insightful
d. irksome

5. To say that Klaus is an avid reader is to say that 
he feels _________ about books?
a. passionate
b. disheartened 
c. exasperated
d. detached

6. Sunny Beaudelaire has protruding teeth,  
meaning that her teeth are: 
a.	 reflective
b. guttural  
c. provoking 
d. overhanging

7. To say that Mr. Poe is an apathetic character 
means that he is: 
a. sympathetic 
b.	 fiendish	
c. atrocious 
d. indifferent 

8. To say that Count Olaf  is a nefarious individual 
means that he is: 
a. diabolical  
b. ostentatious 
c. skittish 
d. impractical 

9. To say that the fire that burned down the  
Baudelaire’s house had a voracious appetite is to 
say that the fire was: 
a. unsavory  
b. whimsical 
c. aggressive 
d. sporadic

10. Count Olaf ’s dastardly plans for the Baudelaire 
children could also be described as: 
a. stimulating   
b. sinister 
c. ambiguous 
d. ridiculous 
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Synonym Searches Answer Key

Directions: Read each sentence and the 
choices below. Circle the letter next to the 
word that is a synonym for the underlined 
word in the sentence. For help, look at the 
“Who’s Who in The Bad Beginning” work-
sheet and the dictionary.

1. To say that author Lemony Snicket (a.k.a.  
Daniel Handler) writes about ghastly adventures 
is to say that the adventures are:
a. wondrous
b. smelly
c. grim
d. noble

2.  To say that the Series of  Unfortunate Events books 
provide illuminating stories about corrupt personalities 
means that the stories are:
a. Imposing
b. enlightening 
c. maneuvering
d. devouring

3. To say that the Baudelaire children are resilient is 
to say that they are: 
a.	 flabbergasted
b. ineffectual
c. grumpy
d. unstoppable

 
4. If  Violet is a perceptive inventor, she is:

a. grotesque
b. ineffectual
c. insightful
d. irksome

5. To say that Klaus is an avid reader is to say that 
he feels _________ about books?
a. passionate
b. disheartened 
c. exasperated
d. detached

6. Sunny Beaudelaire has protruding teeth,  
meaning that her teeth are: 
a.	 reflective
b. guttural  
c. provoking 
d. overhanging

7. To say that Mr. Poe is an apathetic character 
means that he is: 
a. sympathetic 
b.	 fiendish	
c. atrocious 
d. indifferent 

8. To say that Count Olaf  is a nefarious individual 
means that he is: 
a. diabolical  
b. ostentatious 
c. skittish 
d. impractical 

9. To say that the fire that burned down the  
Baudelaire’s house had a voracious appetite is to 
say that the fire was: 
a. unsavory  
b. whimsical 
c. aggressive 
d. sporadic

10. Count Olaf ’s dastardly plans for the Baudelaire 
children could also be described as: 
a. stimulating   
b. sinister 
c. ambiguous 
d. ridiculous 
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Snicket            Idioms Ticket 

Snicket Ticket Idioms
Slept like a log

After surviving the hurricane, the kids 
slept like a log. 

Slept soundly without waking.

Snicket Ticket Idioms

Fire away

If  you have any questions about 
Lemony Snicket, the author, fire away. 

Do it right away, or ask 
something immediately. 

Snicket Ticket Idioms
Where there’s smoke, there’s fire

Violet, Klaus, and Sunny learned 
quickly that where there’s smoke, there’s fire, 

and anything having to do with 
Count Olaf  would probably lead 

to something terrible. 

If  a situation seems like it 
might be bad, it probably is. 

Laughing very hard. 

Snicket Ticket Idioms
Splitting their sides

Count Olaf  and his cruel henchmen 
were splitting their sides when they 

thought about the horrible things they 
did to the Baudelaire children. 

Do not attempt to 
change things. 

Snicket Ticket Idioms

Don’t rock the boat

The island leader in the The End 
warned Violet, Klaus, and Sunny not to 

rock the boat — he had things just the 
way he wanted them. 
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Snicket Ticket Idioms

As the crow flies 

As the crow flies, it is six miles to 
Count Olaf ’s house, but a car

trip takes longer. 

The straight path from one 
place to another (even if  

there are no roads). 

Snicket Ticket Idioms
Barking up the wrong tree

If  Justice Strauss thought Count Olaf  
was a nice guy for offering her an 

opportunity to act in his play, she was 
barking up the wrong tree. 

Coming to the wrong 
conclusion. 

A perfect match. 

Snicket Ticket Idioms

Fits like a glove

Thanks to their many talents, the 
Beaudelaire’s new role as escape artists 

fit Violet, Klaus, and Sunny like a glove. 

Be thankful for the gift or 
deed that someone does, and 
do not analyze or question 

his reason for doing it. 

Snicket Ticket Idioms
Don’t look a gift horse 

in the mouth

In The Ersatz Elevator, baby Sunny didn’t 
look a gift horse in the mouth when Jerome 

Squalor offered to carry her up the stairs 
to the penthouse apartment. 

Snicket Ticket Idioms
On the tip of  my tongue

Lemony Snicket is the pen name of  the 
person who wrote A Series of  Unfortu-
nate Events. His real name is... oh gosh, 

what is it? It’s on the tip of  my tongue. 

Something that you know, but 
can’t immediately recall well 

enough to say it out loud. 
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Snicket Ticket Idioms
Knock over 

with a feather 

You could have was knocked the kids 
over with a feather when they 

saw the reptile room. 

A state of  surprise 
or  disbelief. 

Snicket Ticket Idioms
A mixed bag

In the book The Carnivorous Carnival, 
the children met a mixed bag 

of  personalities. 

A bunch of  various people, 
places, or things. 

Snicket Ticket Idioms
Fell for it hook, line, and sinker

Mr. Poe was falling hook, line, and sinker
 for Count Olaf ’s disguises.  

Tricked into believing 
something. 

Snicket Ticket Idioms
Let them eat cake

Violet, Klaus, and Sunny were in dire 
circumstances, but Esmé Squalor’s 

attitude was to let them eat cake. 

Disregarding or being 
dismissive of  bad things that 

happen to others. 

Sit around and do nothing.

Snicket Ticket Idioms

Twiddle your thumbs

Would you rather read this series of  
books, or twiddle your thumbs? 
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Snicket Ticket Idioms
Meanwhile, back at the ranch

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, Count Olaf  
was planning another disaster for 

Violet, Sunny, and Klaus. 

Indicates a change in 
the scene or action. 

Snicket Ticket Idioms

The lion’s share

When it came to bad luck, Violet, 
Klaus, and Sunny had the lion’s share. 

Getting more than anyone else.

Snicket Ticket Idioms
Kissing up 

When he was in disguise, Count Olaf  
was always kissing up to Mr. Poe, 

the banker. 

Acting overly nice or helpful 
to earn someone’s favor.

Snicket Ticket Idioms
Hard to swallow

Knowing that Mr. Poe took very little 
time to look into the welfare of  the 
Baudelaire children, or to check on 
the quality of  the Baudelaire’s new 

guardian, was hard to swallow. 

Difficult to believe or deal with. 

Fully aware of  the 
circumstances

Snicket Ticket Idioms
Up to speed

The Baudelaire children were 
constantly trying to bring Mr. Poe 

up to speed on Count Olaf ’s schemes. 
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Dewey Decimal Chart

000-099
Computer Science & General Knowledge. These books contain a 
variety of  information about many topics, such as encyclopedias, 
the Internet, The Guinness Book of  World Records, etc.

100-199
Philosophy & Psychology. These books explore how and what you 
think and feel, why you think and feel that way, and what you can 
do to change the way you think or feel.

200-299

Mythology & Religion. Books focusing on religion might be about 
traditions of  worship, belief  systems, one god or many gods, etc. 
Books of  mythology contain stories from the ancient Greeks, Ro-
mans, etc. (Some mythology books are also found in the 398s.)

300-399

Social Sciences. Visit the 300s to find out how people interact with 
each other in society, at their jobs, with the government, during the 
celebration of  holidays, etc. Fairy tales, folktales, tall tales, legends, 
Mother Goose rhymes, and other stories like these are all products 
of  the cultures from which these people come, and can be found in 
the 300s, too.

400-499
Language. Look in the 400s for alphabet books, books of  idioms, 
foreign language dictionaries, books that explore parts of  speech 
such as adjectives, adverbs, nouns, etc.

500-599
Science. This category contains books that explain elements of  the 
natural world, such as wild animals, dinosaurs and fossils, rocks 
and crystals, weather, mathematics, planets and stars, etc.

600-699

Technology. Look here for books about things that make people’s 
lives better, or their work easier to do. These books explore cooking  
inventions, health and the study of  the human body, pets and farm 
animals, transportation, vehicles, and space exploration.

700-799
Arts & Recreation. The 700s section features books about arts and 
crafts, games, magic, music, and sports.

800-899
Literature. In the 800s, look for special kinds of  books containing 
jokes, plays, poetry, and riddles, as well as books about how authors 
and illustrators write and create illustrations.

900-999

History & Geography. History books explore people and events 
that lived and happened in the past. Geographical books contain 
information about places, landforms, bodies of  water, etc., that  
exist now or that existed long ago.
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Book 1: The Bad Beginning 

In which Dewey section would Klaus find a 
simple device, like a pulley, to give Violet ideas 
for how to help Sunny escape from the dangling 
bird cage?

Book 2: The Reptile Room
In which Dewey section would Klaus find books 
on snakes and their habits?

Book 3: The Wide Window
In which Dewey section would Klaus find an  
atlas of  world maps to replace the one ruined 
by the hurricane’s damage?

Book 4: The Miserable Mill

In which Dewey section would Klaus find a 
book about ways to get better working condi-
tions for the workers at the Lucky Smells  
Lumber Mill?

Book 5: The Austere Academy
In which Dewey section would Klaus find  
a book to explain the nasty behavior of   
Carmelita Spats, a bratty girl?

Book 6: The Ersatz Elevator
In which Dewey section would Klaus find a 
book on how to prevent food poisoning at the 
Café Salmonella?

Book 7: The Vile Village
In which Dewey section would Klaus find a 
book about the crows he saw perched in the 
Village of  Fowl Devotees?

Book 8: The Hostile Hospital
In which Dewey section would Klaus find a  
dictionary to help him find the spelling of  a 
word he needs to save his sister’s life?

Book 9: The Carnivorous Carnival
In which Dewey section would Klaus find  
a book describing the magic tricks that the  
fortune teller might use to deceive people?

Book 10: The Slippery Slope
In which Dewey section would Klaus find a 
book of  snow ski designs to help Violet with her 
invention to climb the icy slopes?

Book 11: The Grim Grotto 
In which Dewey section would Klaus find a 
book of  idioms to explain the meaning of  shiver 
me timbers?

Book 12: The Penultimate Peril

In which Dewey section would Klaus find a 
book to show the inept newspaper reporter 
how to write a better column containing factual 
information?

Book 13: The End

In which Dewey section would Klaus find  
a book to help his siblings deal with their  
emotions about Count Olaf ’s comment,  
“Life isn’t fair?”

Dewey Detective Questions
Title Questions
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Dewey Detective Questions Dewey Detective Answer Key
Answers, in order of the questions, are as follows: 

1. 600s  

2. 500s  

3. 900s   

4. 300s  

5. 100s  

6. 600s  

7. 500s  

8. 400s  

9. 700s  

10. 600s (inventions) or 700s (sports)  

11. 400s  

12. 000s  

13. 100s


