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Introduction
Launch into historical and contemporary literacy 
this month by exposing younger students to origi-
nal and adapted folk and fairy tales. With older 
elementary and intermediate students, try incor-
porating Greek and Roman mythology and their 
respective adaptations. By doing so, you’ll provide 
students with a foundation that will serve as a 
literary reference point as they encounter new 
adaptations and allusions to timeless tales.

How valuable will this foundation be? 
Folktales, fairy tales, myths, and legends all 
remain relevant. How effective would the plot 
and humor of the Shrek movies be without a 
basic understanding of our earliest tales? Do 
companies, brands, and places named after Atlas, 
Apollo, Hyperion, Pegasus, etc., take on a deeper 
meaning for those familiar with these mythical 
beings’ stories? Regardless of your students’ ages, 
explain to them that new adaptations of time-
less tales are written and published all the time. 
Encourage students to be on the lookout for them, 
and to experience the excitement that comes from 
recognizing that these timeless tales and characters 
are alive and well today.

Note: You may wish to break these lessons 
into two parts, depending on the backgrounds 
of your students. If they are not familiar with the 
original tales, you will want to discuss and read 
original tales aloud on the first day of instruction. 
The second day would include a review of Day 1 
materials, and then a transition to the tales’ adap-
tation with the corresponding Venn diagram to 
compare and contrast old and new.

Hint: Coordinate and/or collaborate with your 
teachers. Find out when they plan to teach folk-
tales, fairytales, and myths, and offer to assist in 
introducing or enriching the unit. (In my experi-
ence, teachers usually want to check out a wide 
variety of tales and myths to have in their class-
room reading centers during this unit.)
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Grades 
PK–1, 2–3, 4–6

Lesson �:  Tales with Tails 
Grades PK–�

Introduction
Many young children have a “train wreck” mental-
ity when it comes to encounters with snakes, tigers, 
bears, wolves, etc. They are fascinated to see, hear, 
and share stories of potentially scary creatures. 
Build upon this interest to teach about a beloved, 
classic folktale, and the changes that were made in 
order to create your example of a new adaptation.

Objectives
• Students will define, discuss, and explore 

examples of familiar folktales.
• Students will use a graphic organizer to com-

pare and contrast a classic folktale with an 
adaptation. 

• Students will read or picture read folktales 
placed in a library display or classroom reading 
center.
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• Use the Venn diagram on page 6 to help stu-
dents compare and contrast the two tales, and 
ask questions to prompt them in their under-
standing of the differences by focusing on 
characters (different clothes, animals, actions); 
setting, problem, solution, and resolution of 
the story. Note at least three differences.

• Record their responses in the Venn diagram.
• Review the definition and characteristics of 

folktales, old and new.
• Optional: Direct students to the folktale 

display for checking out one original tale or 
adaptation.

• Enrichment: Direct teachers to http://teacher.
scholastic.com/writewit/mff/folktale_allfolk-
tale.htm for the purpose of teaching students 
how to write their own folktales.

Lesson �: Fairy Tales . . .  
Hairy Interesting!   
Grades �–3

Introduction
With considerable poetic license, Walt Disney 
Studios has catapulted its version of various fairy 
tales into a mainstay of childhood. But for a solid 
foundation in classic stories, children should also 
be cognizant of more authentic versions of these 
tales, as well as their adaptations beyond Disney.

Objectives
• Students will define, discuss, and explore 

examples of familiar fairy tales.
• Students will use a graphic organizer to com-

pare and contrast a classic fairy tale with an 
adaptation.

• Students will read or picture read fairy tales 
placed from a library display, or from their 
classroom reading center.

Procedure
• Create a fairy tale display for checking out 

specific books after the lesson. For strong 
readers who crave “fairy tale-like” chap-
ter books in a series, add these Jessica 
Day George titles: Dragon Slippers, Dragon 
Flight, and Dragon Spear. For extraordinarily 
advanced readers desiring “fairy tale like” 

Procedure
• Create a folktale display of original stories and 

adaptations for checking out after the lesson. 
In addition to these selections, display books 
updated from the original tale of Little Black 
Sambo, such as The Story of Little Babaji or Sam 
and the Tigers. (Please note that the original 
tale, published in 1899, was highly controver-
sial due to its use of names that were widely 
considered racist. The Story of Little Babaji was 
updated, not adapted, to feature more authen-
tic character names related to the setting in 
India.) Do the same with adaptations of the 
story, such as Little Britches and the Rattlers and 
Pancakes for Supper.

• Define and review the meaning of a folktale by 
displaying and using familiar tale examples. A 
kid-friendly definition might be, “in the days 
long, long ago when there were no libraries, 
no TVs, and you didn’t have enough money to 
buy books, people would use their imagina-
tions to make up stories about animals and 
things they saw in the world around them. 
If a story was really good and worth shar-
ing, people would visit other villages and tell 
the story over again to their neighbors. Then 
their neighbors would share the story with 
more people even further away. As these sto-
ries were passed from one group of folks to 
another, they became known as folktales.” 

• Show students a copy of The Gingerbread Man, 
The Three Little Pigs, and The Little Red Hen 
and challenge them to identify the sources of 
these quotes:
1. “He huffed and he puffed until he blew 

the house down!”
 (The Three Little Pigs)
2. “Run, run, as fast as you can! You can’t 

catch me, I’m . . .” _______
 (The Gingerbread Man)
3. “‘Who will help me plant the wheat?’ ‘Not 

I,’ said the cow.”
 (The Little Red Hen)

• Explain that today, you will be sharing a very 
old tale, and a newer version that has changed 
from the old in at least three ways. Due to 
limited attention spans, “picture read” the 
original tale, Sam and the Tigers, then read 
aloud the adaptation: Little Britches and the 
Rattlers or Pancakes for Supper.
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series, too, recommend 
Day’s princess series: 
Princess of the Midnight 
Ball and Princess of 
Glass. These books are 
neither too graphic, nor 
are they filled with the 
sexual innuendo that gives elementary librar-
ians pause when recommending books for 
gifted readers.

• Also collect and display books based upon 
the original tale of Rapunzel. Note that the 
Caldecott winner by Paul O. Zelinsky is an 
excellent example, as it depicts the European 
setting and authentic costuming of the period. 
Another European-style option is Francesc 
Bofill’s version of Rapunzel.

• Define and review the meaning of a fairy tale. 
The information at www.manatee.k12.fl.us/
sites/elementary/samoset/gr2ftelements.htm 
may be helpful to you for the discussion. 

• Display these three familiar tale examples: 
Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk, and Snow 
White. Challenge them to identify the sources 
of these quotes:
1. “The glass slipper fit me perfectly. Who 

am I?” (Cinderella)
2. “The prince’s kiss awoke me, and the 

dwarfs rejoiced. Who am I?” (Snow White)
3. “I outsmarted a giant. Who am I?” (Jack 

and the Beanstalk)
• Explain that today, you will be sharing the a 

classic fairytale called Rapunzel, and an adapta-
tion of the story called Falling for Rapunzel that 
is different from the original in at least three 
ways.

• Picture read the classic Rapunzel tale, then 
read aloud Falling for Rapunzel in its entirety.

• Use the Venn diagram 2 on page 7 to help 
students compare and contrast the two tales, 
and ask questions to prompt them in their 
understanding of the differences by focusing 
on characters (different clothes, actions, addi-
tional characters); setting, problem solution, 
and resolution of the story. Note at least three 
differences.

• Record their responses in the Venn diagram.
• Review the definition/characteristics of fairy 

tales, classics and as adaptations with at least 
three differences. 

• Optional: Direct students to the fairy tale dis-
play for checking out one original or adapta-
tion.

• Enrichment: Direct teachers to 
1. http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/

folktale_allfolktale.htm for the purpose of 
teaching students how to write their own 
folktales/fairytales.

2. www.printactivities.com/Theme-Printables/
printable-rapunzelactivities.html

Lesson 3: Mythologically 
Speaking    
Grades 4–6

Introduction
Thanks to Rick Riordan’s brilliant Lightning Thief 
series, Greek mythology has become a mesmer-
izing read for elementary and intermediate/middle 
school kids—even for those reluctant readers! 
Many who read it who are not familiar with 
mythology will crave the context that is available in 
your library. Show them what they’re missing with 
a variety of mythology books and recommended 
websites for further reading.* 

*Consider suggesting some of your favorite 
mythology books by handing out copies of the 
bookmark available on page 8. Fill it out with rec-
ommended titles and websites and pass it out after 
the lesson, or fill it out on a case-by-case basis, so 
you can tailor it to individual students’ interests 
and needs.

Objectives
• Students will define, discuss, and explore 

examples of ancient Greek mythology.
• Students will experience meaningful participa-

tion in Greek mythology through a readers’ 
theater format.

• Optional: Students will extend the reading  
beyond the library environment by reading a 
book series as part of the guided reading pro-
gram in the classroom.

Procedure
• Create a mythology book display for checking 

out specific books after the lesson. Be sure to 
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Gods and Heroes to get the name and personal-
ity traits of the Greek gods and their Roman 
counterparts; some are the same in both cul-
tures.)

• www.rickriordan.com (Recommends Greek 
mythology sites.)

Procedure — Part II (Reader’s Theater)
Note: This reader’s theater can be performed in 
the library, or, if you are collaborating with the 
teacher, in the classroom. One benefit of collabora-
tion is that the classroom teacher can then seize 
the opportunity to initiate the guided reading of a 
book the series, as these titles are “leveled.” Series 
books are strongly recommended for intermediate 
readers by Fountas and Pinnell in their profes-
sional book, Guiding Readers 
and Writers, Grades 3-6: 
Teaching Comprehension, Genre, 
and Content Literacy.

• Print copies of readers’ 
theater script 

 for The Lightning Thief from 
 www.rickriordan.com/

my-books/percy-jackson/
resources/teachers-guide/
readers-theater.aspx.

• Explain that contemporary 
authors are often inspired to 
create book series based upon ancient tales, 
and in doing so, they take poetic license with 
the tales (explain poetic license as needed).

• Tour the websites to view the series  
of Rick Riordan, www.rickriordan.com.

• Review actors’ and audience etiquette.
• Assign students parts in the reader’s theaters 

script. Be prepared to help with the reading, 
or to have the classroom teacher (or a strong 
student reader) available for word assistance 
as needed.

• Direct actors to read aloud as if on a stage.
• Discuss and list elements of mythology found 

in the script.
• Remind students that additional books in the 

series are available in the library,  as well as 
other books on mythology.

include these mythology adaptations from the 
fiction section: 
1. Rick Riordan’s Lightning Thief series:

• The Lightning Thief
• The Sea of Monsters
• The Titan’s Curse
• The Battle of the Labyrinth
• The Last Olympian

2. Carolyn Hennesy’s Pandora series:
• Pandora Gets Jealous
• Pandora Gets Vain
• Pandora Gets Lazy
• Pandora Gets Heart
• Pandora Gets Angry (© 2011)

• Get a copy of Ingri and Edgar Parin D’Aulaire’s 
Book of Greek Myths. (I highly recommend 
this, even if you have to buy it. I believe it is 
a critical component of every library’s mythol-
ogy collection.) 

• Define and review the meaning of mythology 
as stories created by the people in ancient cul-
tures to explain their gods, demi-gods, heroes, 
and why things happened the way they did. 
Explain that today, you will be focusing on 
Greek mythology.

• Show the graphic overview of Greek gods at 
back of the Ingri and Edgar Parin D’Aulaire’s 
Book of Greek Myths. Describe it as analogous 
to a web-like graphic of a family tree.

• Read aloud or tell the basic stories of Perseus 
and Pandora. I recommend using the two 
graphic novels, Pandora’s Box and Perseus and 
Medusa by Nickolas Saunders which give a 
brief, picture-laden background of these tales. 

• Challenge students to list the types of charac-
ters, themes, and situations upon which Greek 
mythology is based: gods, demi-gods, heroes, 
love, jealousy, rage, revenge, trials, explana-
tions for how things came to be (natural phe-
nomena, etc.), and so on.

• Offer additional reading about mythology on 
the Web. (Note: Bookmark and preview these 
recommended sites, since some have nudity that 
may not be appropriate for your readers.)

• www.greekmythology.com (Features anatomi-
cally correct statues)

• www.hipark.austin.isd.tenet.edu/mythology/
introduction.html (Kids can click on Greek 
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Resources
• A Battle for the Labyrinth by Rick Riordan. 

Hyperion Books for Children, 2008.
• Elements of Fairy Tales
 www.manatee.k12.fl.us/sites/elementary/samo-

set/gr2ftelements.htm.
• Explore Greek Mythology, 
 www.rickriordan.com/index.php/books-for-

children/explore-greek-mythology/.
• Falling for Rapunzel by Leah Wilcox. Illustrated 

by Lydia Monks. Puffin, 2003.
• Greek Mythology, www.greekmythology.com.
• Guiding Readers and Writers, Grades 3-6: 

Teaching Comprehension, Genre, and Content 
Literacy by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su 
Pinnell. Heinemann, 2001.

• Ingri and Edgar Parin D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek 
Myths by Ingri and Edgar D’Aulaire. Bantam 
Doubleday Dell, 1962.

• An Introduction to Ancient Greece, 
 www.hipark.austin.isd.tenet.edu/mythology/

introduction.html.
• The Last Olympian by Rick Riordan. Disney/

Hyperion Books, 2009.
• The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. Disney/

Hyperion Books, 2005.
• Little Britches and the Rattlers by Eric A. 

Kimmel. Illustrated by Vincent Nguyen. 
Marshall Cavendish for Children, 2008.

• Odysseus and the Cyclops by Gilly Cameron 
Cooper. World Almanac Library, 2007.

• Pancakes for Supper! by Anne Isaacs. Illustrated 
by Mark Teague. Scholastic Press, 2006.

• Pandora Gets Angry by Carolyn Hennesy. 
Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2011.

• Pandora Gets Heart by Carolyn Hennesy. 
Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2010.

• Pandora Gets Jealous by Carolyn Hennesy. 
Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2008.

• Pandora Gets Lazy by Carolyn Hennesy. 
Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2009.

• Pandora Gets Vain by Carolyn Hennesy. 
Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2008.

• Pandora’s Box by Nicholas J. Saunders. Gareth 
Stevens Pub., 2007.

• Perseus and Medusa by Nicholas J. Saunders. 
Gareth Stevens Pub., 2007.

• Printable Rapunzel Activities and Coloring 
Pages, 

 www.printactivities.com/Theme-Printables/
printable-rapunzel-activities.html.

• Rapunzel by Francesc Bofill (Spanish), English 
translation by Elizabeth Bell. Illustrated by 
Joma. Chronicle Books, 2006.

• Rapunzel by Paul O. Zelinsky. Puffin Books, 
2002.

• Sam and the Tigers by Julius Lester. Illustrated 
by Jerry Pinkney. Puffin, 1996.

• Scholastic; Writing with Writers: Folktales, 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/folk-
tale_allfolktale.htm.

• The Sea of Monsters by Rick Riordan. Disney/
Hyperion Books, 2006.

• The Story of Little Babaji by Helen Bannerman. 
Illustrated by Fred Marcellino. Michael de 
Capua Books, 1996.

• A Teacher’s Guide to Percy Jackson, 
 www.rickriordan.com/index.php/books-for-

children/a-teachers-guide-to-percy/.
• Theseus and the Minotaur by Gilly Cameron 

Cooper. World Almanac Library, 2007.
• The Titan’s Curse by Rick Riordan. Disney/

Hyperion Books, 2007.
• The Trojan Horse by Gilly Cameron Cooper. 

World Almanac Library, 2007.
• The Twelve Labors of Hercules by Nick 

Saunders. World Almanac Library, 2007.

❖  ❖  ❖

Aileen Kirkham is the author of Library Lessons 
for Little Ones and the intermediate Collaborative 
Bridges series (both from UpstartBooks); and articles 
for Library Media Connection and LibrarySparks. 
She is also an educational consultant for professional 
development, a library media specialist at Decker 
Prairie Elementary in the Tomball Independent School 
District, and a professional storyteller and puppeteer. 
Visit Aileen’s website at www.aileenkirkham.com. 
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