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Webquest
Introduction 
NOTE: This webquest is 
adapted, with permission, from 
the work of Jennifer Lloyd,  
formerly a teacher at Our Lady 
of Peace School in Quebec.  
Her webquest is about forest 
animals. You can find it at  
www.swlauriersb.qc.ca/ 
english/edservices/ 
pedresources/workshops.htm 
(click on “search,” then key in 
“Forest Animal Web-Site Detective”).

You and your partner are sitting at your desks at the “Marine Detectives, Inc.” agency 
when the call comes in. Mr. and Mrs. Seahorse are very upset! While Mister Seahorse was on 
an evening stroll through the sea, the Seahorse babies were born. But the babies have disap-
peared! “I just turned my back for an instant!” Mister Seahorse insists. The parents know that 
their children are gone—they’re probably someone’s supper. That’s just the way of the sea. 
But they won’t rest until they discover the culprit and bring him to justice. So who did away 
with the seahorse babies? 

You will get to know Mister Seahorse and the events of the day, meet the suspects, study 
the clues, and work together to figure out “who done it!”

Task
Working with your partner, you will:
• Learn about the seahorse family from the book Mister Seahorse. 
• Meet the suspects and visit web sites to learn about each.
• Fill out a chart about the suspects that will give you clues to solve the mystery.
• Study the clues and make your best guess about who had the seahorse babies for supper.
• Share your findings and your guess with other detective teams, and vote to determine 

the guilty party.  

Coral Reef Detectives: 
“Who Done It?” by | Diane Findlay
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Process
1. Listen while your teacher reads Mister Seahorse by Eric Carle. 
2. Gather your supplies—a copy of the clues chart and a pencil—and claim a computer 

workstation.
3. Visit the crime scene by watching a minute or so of the coral reef movie at  

www.nationalgeographic.com. When you reach the National Geographic homepage, 
click on “video,” then “environment,” then “habitats,” then “oceans.” Then click on the 
photo link on the right titled “Coral Reefs.” Notice all the creatures moving around, 
and all the places a hungry animal might hide.

4. Learn important information about the Seahorse family by clicking on the picture of 
the seahorse in the chart below. You’ll learn about how they live so you can figure out 
which suspect could have gobbled up the babies. Fill in the clues chart for seahorses. 
Use what you learned in the book, too. You may not find every answer for every ani-
mal. You will have enough clues to solve the mystery.

5. Read the notes below and search a Web site about each suspect, by clicking on the 
picture of the animal. (Remember, not all Web sites are written for kids. It’s OK to use 
a dictionary.) Fill in the clues chart for each animal. 

6. Study the clues. Who lives in the right place? Who eats the right things?  
Who do you think is guilty of the crime? Guess, together, “who done it.”  
Circle that animal on your chart.

7. Meet with other detectives. Talk about what you learned, which suspect you chose, 
and why. 

8. Vote, by raising hands, for the guilty party. 
9. Your teacher will help you finish your project, using the conclusion and perhaps the 

evaluation charts, at the end of this webquest.

Webquest
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Suspect �: Tilapia (Also called Cichlid)

You met Mister Tilapia in the book. He carries his eggs in his mouth. Does this mean he has a 
taste for tiny sea creatures? Or that his mouth was already full and he couldn’t have eaten the 
seahorse babies? Does he even belong on the reef, or was he out of place and hurrying to get 
home where he and his family really live? Click here to find out. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilapia

Suspect �: Lionfish

You also saw the striped lionfish in the book. He was peeking out from behind some coral. Was 
he being sneaky and following Mister Seahorse, knowing the babies would be born soon and hop-
ing for a tasty, tender meal? He didn’t show himself and greet Mister Seahorse like a friend. Learn 
more about him here. http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/fish/lionfish.html

Suspect 3: Green Sea Turtle

The turtle wasn’t in the book, but Mister Seahorse’s cousin, Mister Pipe, saw a large green sea 
turtle dart into the area and back out shortly after the babies were born. He’s certainly big 
enough to make a snack of the tiny seahorses. And he came and went suddenly. Was he making a 
getaway from the scene of the crime? Investigate here.  
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/education/turtles.htm

Now go back to step #6 above and look at the evidence you’ve gathered. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilapia
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/fish/lionfish.html
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/education/turtles.htm
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Evaluation
Students will be evaluated using one or both of these charts.

Teacher Evaluation Chart

Student Self-evaluation Chart

Student
Listened  
carefully to 
story
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with study 
buddy

Filled in the 
chart accurately 
with informa-
tion from  
Web sites

Made and 
explained a 
good guess of 
the guilty party

Yes

No

Name
I listened  
carefully to 
story

I worked well 
with my study 
buddy

I filled in the 
chart well  
with my study 
buddy’s help

I made and 
explained a 
good guess of 
the guilty party

Yes

No
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Conclusion
Congratulations! You helped solve the case and put the guilty party behind bars in the 
Coral Reef jail! Doesn’t he fit in well, since he already has stripes? But there is much more 
to learn about these fascinating sea animals and their coral reef habitat. Have your teacher 
help you look for more stories and information in books and on the Internet. Start with 
some of these sources. 

Books
• Coral Reef Coloring Book by Ruth Soffer. Dover Publications, 1995. 
• Coral Reefs by Gail Gibbons. Holiday House, 2007. 
• Coral Reefs by Sylvia A. Earle. National Geographic, 2003. 
• The Fisherman and the Turtle adapted by Eric A. Kimmel. Marshall Cavendish, 2008.
• Old Shell, New Shell: A Coral Reef Tale by Helen Ward. Millbrook Press, 2002.
• Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea by Chris Butterworth. Candlewick Press, 2006. 
• Sea Stars: Saltwater Poems by Avis Harley. Wordsong, 2006.

Web Sites
• National Geographic Coral Reef  Video, www.nationalgeographic.com. Click on “video,” then 

“environment,” then “habitats,” then “oceans.” Then click on the photo link on the right 
titled “Coral Reefs.”

• Missouri Botanical Gardens Biomes of the World: Tropical Oceans,  
www.mbgnet.net/salt/coral/indexfr.htm 

• National Geographic Virtual World: Great Barrier Reef,  
www.nationalgeographic.com/features/00/earthpulse/reef/reef1_flash.html 

• Ocean Conservancy Seat Turtles Coloring Book,  
www.oceanconservancy.org/site/DocServer?docID=481 

• Shedd Aquarium Caribbean Reef, www.sheddaquarium.org/caribbeanreef.html.  
Click on “Explore Now.” 
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